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WOMBWELL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Divisional  Health  Office, 

6,  Victoria  Road, 

BARNSLEY. 
November,  1957. 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

for  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1956. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Womb  well  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Councillor  Mrs.  Mellor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  first  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  and  social  conditions  of  your  district  for 
the  year  ended  31st  December,  1956.  Since  only  one  month 
of  the  year  came  within  my  term  of  office,  comment  will 
necessarily  be  brief. 

The  Vital  Statistics  were  generally  satisfactory, 
although  showing  the  usual  fluctuations.  The  amount  of 
infectious  disease  occurring  in  your  district  was  very  small 
with  no  major  epidemics,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  note  that  this 
is  the  first  time  in  ten  years  that  there  was  not  a  single  case  of 
poliomyelitis  in  the  district.  I  am  afraid  no  credit  for  this 
can  be  claimed  for  the  poliomyelitis  vaccination  programme 
as  the  quantity  of  vaccine  in  1956  was  very  disappointing,  and 
could  have  had  no  effect  on  the  level  of  immunity  in  the 
population.  Many  of  us  were  dissatisfied  with  the  way  in 
which  this  vaccine  was  announced;  since,  at  that  time,  no 
information  was  available  to  us,  as  to  its  method  of  preparation 
or  its  standard  of  safety.  Subsequent  technical  information 
has  now  made  it  quite  clear  how  safe  it  is,  and  I  would  like 
to  take  this  opportunity  of  urging  parents  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  vaccine  for  their  children  as  it  becomes  available. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  Chair¬ 
man  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  the 
courtesy  and  many  kindnesses  they  have  shown,  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  for  his  help  and  co-operation  and  the 
staff  of  the  divisional  health  office  for  their  loyal  support. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  BARNES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  WOMBWELL 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 

•••  . . .  « . «  •  •  •  •• 

Population  Census  1951 
Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population 
mid  1956 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate 
book  ...  •  • .  ...  *  i  *  •  • 

Rateable  Value 
Nett  product  of  a  Penny  Rate 


3,850  acres 
18,837 

19,000 

5,864 

£129,465 

£496 


The  soil  of  the  district  consists  of  marl  and  clay  with 
a  sandy  sub-soil  resting  on  the  shales  and  sandstones  of  the 
coal  measures.  The  surface  is  undulating  and  the  average 
height  above  sea  level  is  200  feet.  The  chief  occupations  of 
the  population  are  coal-mining,  textile  manufacturing,  the 
manufacture  of  by-products  from  coal,  engineering  and 
printing.  Coal-mining  is  by  far  the  largest  source  of  employ¬ 
ment. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was 
315,  an  increase  of  7  compared  with  1955.  There  were  6 
illegitimate  births  or  1*9%  of  the  total  births  registered. 

The  Registrar  General  has  again  supplied  a  compara¬ 
bility  factor  for  the  births  in  1956  which  relates  the  proportion 
of  women  of  child-bearing  age  in  the  district  with  the 
proportion  in  a  standard  population.  The  crude  birth  rate 
multiplied  by  the  comparability  factor  gives  an  adjusted  rate 
which  is  comparable  with  similar  adjusted  rates  for  other 
districts  and  with  the  rate  for  the  country  as  a  whole. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  for  the  district  was  16*6  per 
1,000  estimated  population  as  compared  with  16-3  per  1,000 
estimated  population  for  the  previous  year  and  with  15*7  per 
1,000  estimated  population  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  or  the  natural  increase 
of  population  was  142  as  compared  with  129  in  1955. 

Stillbirths 

There  were  4  stillbirths  last  year,  7  less  than  in  1955. 
The  stillbirth  rate  was  12*5  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 
as  compared  with  34-4  for  1955  and  with  23*0  for  England 
and  Wales. 
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BIRTH  RATE 


Year 

BIRTHS 

Rate  per  1 ,000  Population 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Worr 

Adjusted 

ibwell 

Crude 

England 
&  Wales 

1952 

202 

169 

371 

20  1 

19-7 

15  -3 

1953 

177 

165 

342 

18-6 

18-2 

15  -5 

1954 

162 

159 

321 

17-1 

17-1 

15-2 

1955 

158 

150 

308 

16-2 

16-2 

15  0 

1956 

150 

165 

315 

16-6 

16-6 

15-7 

BIRTHS  IN  THE  WARDS 


Year 

S.E. 

S.W. 

C. 

N. 

H. 

Total 

1952 

47 

151 

49 

53 

71 

371 

1953 

33 

128 

49 

32 

100 

342 

1954 

39 

101 

67 

30 

84 

321 

1955 

31 

92 

59 

36 

90 

308 

1956 

31 

108 

73 

21 

82 

315 

STILLBIRTHS 


Year 

Still  Births 

Total  Births 
Live  and  Still 

Percentage  of 
Still  Births  to 
Total  Births 

1952 

6 

377 

1  -59 

1953 

6 

348 

1  *72 

1954 

5 

326 

1  -53 

1955 

11 

319 

3-44 

1956 

4 

319 

1  -25 

Deaths 

The  total  number  of  deaths  last  year,  including  deaths  of 
residents  dying  outside  the  district  but  excluding  non-residents 
who  died  in  the  district  was  173  comprised  of  97  males  and 
76  females.  The  adjusted  death  rate,  which  is  the  crude  death 
rate  multipl'ed  by  the  comparability  factcr,  was  11*6  per  1,000 
estimated  population  as  compared  with  11*6  per  1,000  estimated 
population  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11*7  per  1,000 
estimated  population  for  England  and  Wales. 

Causes  of  Death 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical 
importance  were  :  Cancer  63;  Heart  and  Circulatory  43; 
Respiratory  25. 

There  were  18  enquiries  held  by  the  Coroner,  and  the 
causes  of  death  as  revealed  by  the  Inquests  were  : 
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Misadventure  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Coronary  artery  occlusion  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pneumoconiosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Parkinson’s  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Acute  appendicitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Subarachnoid  haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  1 

Accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Silicosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Post-mortem  examinations  were  made  in  thirty-eight 
instances. 

Accidental  Deaths 

I  feel  that  some  comment  is  called  for  in  respect  of 
accidental  deaths.  There  were  seven  such  deaths  in  your 
area  in  1956.  Three  occurred  in  the  home;  two  were  pit 
accidents;  one  was  a  road  accident,  there  was  one  other.  It 
will  be  seen  that  accidents  in  the  home  accounted  for  more 
deaths  than  pit  accidents.  The  total  accidents  in  the  home, 
in  the  Division  was  11,  and  of  these,  seven  were  caused  by 
falls,  three  by  drug  poisoning  and  one  by  gas  poisoning. 

I  think  this  subject  is  one  in  which  health  education 
could  play  an  increasing  role  in  the  prevention  of  such 
accidents. 

Infant  and  Peri-Natal  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  last  year  was  25*4  per  1,000  live 
births  as  compared  with  29-2  live  births  in  1955  and  with  23*8 
per  1,000  live  births  for  England  and  Wales.  Of  the  eight 
infant  deaths,  6  occurred  within  the  first  month  of  life,  and  the 
neo-natal  mortality  was  19  per  1,000  live  births. 


INFANT  MORTALITY 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1  week 

1  -  2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

4  weeks 

1  -  3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total  under 

1  year 

Congenital  abnormality 

1 

1 

2 

_ 

2 

Prematurity  . 

3 

3 

3 

Atelactasis  . 

1 

1 

1 

Mengingitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

TOTALS 

5 

1 

6 

1 

1 

8 

9 


The  general  trend  of  infant  mortality  statistics  in  your 
district  is  satisfactory,  but  since  the  numbers  are  small  it  is 
necessary  to  guard  against  complacency  in  this  matter. 

You  will  see  from  the  table  that  of  the  eight  infant 
deaths,  6  were  neo-natal  and  were  due  to  congenital  or  pre¬ 
natal  causes.  It  is  pleasing  that  the  small  reduction  in  the 
infant  deaths  was  accompanied  by  a  sharper  fall  in  the  still- 
brith  rate.  One  half  of  the  neo-natal  deaths  was  due  to 
prematurity,  but  I  will  comment  on  this  later  in  the  report. 

Much  has  been  written  on  the  subject  of  peri-natal 
mortality,  and  it  must  be  agreed  that  it  is  a  good  expression  of 
our  standard  of  ante-natal  care,  although,  of  course,  many  of 
the  causes  of  death  are  outside  the  scope  of  medical  knowledge. 
Peri-natal  mortality  is  expressed  as  the  number  of  stillbirths 
plus  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  first  week  of  life  per  1,000  live 
and  stillbirths. 


I  give  below  a  record  of  your  district  for  the  past  seven 


years. 


Year 

Deaths  in 
first  week  of  life 

Stillbirths 

Total  live 
and  stillbirths 

Peri-natal 

mortality 

1950 

2 

10 

376 

31  *9 

1951 

7 

11 

355 

50-1 

1952 

5 

6 

377 

29  -2 

1953 

7 

6 

348 

37  -3 

1954 

2 

5 

326 

21  -4 

1953 

3 

11 

319 

43  9 

1956 

5 

4 

319 

28  -2 

Maternal  Deaths 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  no  death  attributable  to  maternal 
causes  occurred  last  year. 


DEATH  RATES 


Rate  per  1,000  population 

Year 

No  of* 

Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Wombwell 

England  and 

Crude 

Adjusted 

Wales 

1952 

211 

116 

95 

11-2 

13  -2 

11  -3 

1953 

197 

112 

85 

10-5 

12-4 

11  -4 

1954 

181 

101 

80 

9-6 

11  -4 

11  -3 

1955 

179 

108 

71 

9-4 

11  1 

11  *7 

1956 

173 

97 

76 

9  1 

11  -6 

11  -7 

10 


DEATHS  IN  WARDS 


Year 

S.E. 

S.W. 

C. 

N. 

H. 

TOTAL 

1952 

23 

82 

38 

28 

40 

211 

1953 

23 

84 

38 

18 

18 

197 

1954 

22 

72 

35 

20 

32 

181 

1955 

16 

71 

36 

17 

39 

179 

1956 

10 

75 

31 

19 

38 

173 

DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1  year  . 

4 

4 

8 

1 —  5  years . 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 10  years . 

— 

1 

1 

10 — 15  years . 

— 

— 

— 

15 — 20  years . 

1 

— 

1 

20 — 25  years . 

1 

3 

4 

25 — 35  years . 

2 

3 

5 

35 — 45  years . 

4 

1 

5 

45 — 55  years . 

6 

15 

21 

55 — 65  years . 

20 

12 

32 

65 — 70  years . 

21 

4 

25 

70 — 75  years . 

11 

7 

18 

75 — 80  years . 

15 

10 

25 

80 — 85  years . 

9 

11 

20 

85 — 90  years . 

3 

4 

7 

90  years  and  over  . 

— 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

97 

76 

173 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  1956 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

1 

1 

2 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  . 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease  . 

2 

— 

2 

4.  Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections  . 

— 

1 

1 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

8.  Measles  . 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  dis- 

— 

' 

— 

eases  . 

— 

— 

— 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung, 

3 

5 

8 

bronchus  . 

5 

1 

6 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . 

— 

2 

2 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus . 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

— 

2 

2 

neoplasms  . 

11 

11 

22 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia . 

— 

2 

2 

16.  Diabetes  . 

1 

— 

1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

16 

5 

21 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

14 

3 

17 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

— 

1 

1 

20.  Other  heart  disease . 

6 

13 

19 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  . 

6 

— 

6 

22.  Influenza  . 

1 

1 

2 

23.  Pneumonia  . 

2 

1 

3 

24.  Bronchitis  . 

13 

5 

18 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

— 

2 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

1 

2 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

2 

5 

7 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

1 

— 

1 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  . 

— 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  malformations  . 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

1 

1 

2 

diseases  . 

6 

10 

16 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

1 

— 

1 

34.  All  other  accidents . 

2 

4 

6 

35.  Suicide  . 

— 

1 

1 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

All  causes 

97 

76 

173 
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PRINCIPAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1956 


Based  on  the  Registrar  General’s  Figures 


Wombwell 

Aggregate 

West 

England 

Urban 

W.  Riding 

Riding 

and  Wales 

District 

Urban 

Admin. 

(Prov’nal 

Districts 

County 

figures) 

Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  estimated 

population : 

Crude  . 

16  *6 

15-8 

16-4 

15-7 

Adjusted  . 

16  -6 

16  0 

16-5 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  esti- 

mated  population : 

Crude  . 

Adjusted  . 

9  1 

11  -7 

12  -6 

13  1 

11  -8 

12  *9 

11  -7 

Infective  and  Parasitic 

Diseases  excluding  Tuber¬ 
culosis  but  including 

not 

Venereal  Diseases  . 

016 

0  07 

0  07 

available 

Tuberculosis : 

Respiratory  . 

Oil 

Oil 

Oil 

Oil 

Other  . 

— 

0  01 

0  02 

0  01 

All  forms  . 

Oil 

0-12 

013 

0  12 

Cancer  . 

2-21 

2  05 

1  -89 

2  08 

Vascular  lesions  of  the 

not 

nervous  system  . 

1  11 

2  05 

1  -86 

available 

Heart  and  circulatory  diseases 

2-26 

4-76 

4-47 

not 

available 

Respiratory  diseases  . 

1  *32 

1  -37 

1  -29 

not 

available 

Maternal  Mortality  . 

— 

0-69 

0-52 

0-56 

Infant  Mortality  . 

25  -4 

25  -9 

27-1 

23  -8 

Stillbirths  . 

12-5 

23*5 

23-1 

23  0 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 

The  problem  of  residential  accommodation  for  the  aged 
and  infirm  is  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council.  The 
responsibility  for  the  provision  of  chronic  sick  hospital  accom¬ 
modation  rests  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  I  think,  by 
now,  we  are  all  aware  of  the  difficulties  inherent  in  such  a  state 
of  divided  responsibility,  and  I  think  that  little  can  be  added 
to  the  solution  of  the  problem  by  extolling  the  difficulties  which 
inevitably  are  encountered.  Many  patients  seem  to  fall 
between  the  two  groups  in  that  they  are  too  frail  for  Part  III 
Accommodation  and  yet  are  not  chronic  sick  in  the  usual 
meaning  of  the  term.  The  problem  of  old  people  needing 
ground  floor  accommodation  in  hostels  has  remained  as  difficult 
as  ever. 
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Comment  on  the  hospital  provision  for  the  acute  sick, 
maternity  patients  and  those  suffering  from  infectious  diseases 
can  be  brief  for  the  services  provided  were,  as  always,  both 
adequate  and  good. 


General  Hospitals 

The  general  hospitals  serving  your  district  and 
administered  through  the  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board  are 
given  below  : 

1.  The  United  Group  Hospitals,  Sheffield. 

2.  The  Beckett  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

3.  The  St.  Helen  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

4.  The  Moorgate  General  Hospital,  Rotherham. 


Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals 

All  infectious  diseases  requiring  hospital  admission  were 
admitted  to  the  Kendray  Hospital,  Barnsley.  The  ambulance 
arrangements  were  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year  with  the 
hospital  retaining  its  own  ambulances  for  this  service. 


Maternity  Hospitals 

Maternity  cases  were  usually  admitted  to  the  following 
hospitals  : 

St.  Helen  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough. 

Hallamshire  Maternity  Home,  Chapeltown. 

Pindar  Oaks  Maternity  Home,  Barnsley. 

The  services  of  the  Jessop  Hospital,  Sheffield,  were  also 
available  for  abnormal  obstetric  cases. 


Tuberculosis  Scheme 

The  co-operation  between  the  Chest  Centre  and  the 
Health  Department  continued  and,  consequently,  the  essential 
link  between  the  curative  and  preventive  aspects  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis  was  maintained.  The  two  whole-time  Tuberculosis 
Visitors,  while  employed  by  the  local  health  authority,  had, 
for  practical  reasons,  their  day-to-day  duties  arranged  by  the 
Chest  Physician.  This  very  effective  arrangement  enhanced 
the  value  of  their  work  for  they  came  to  know  the  tuberculosis 
patient  and  his  contacts  equally  and  were  able  to  give  advice 
to  both  alike. 
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The  after-care  arrangements  included  extra  nourish¬ 
ment,  when  recommended  by  the  Chest  Physician,  in  the  form 
of  a  free  milk  allowance  and  bed,  bedding  and  other  nursing 
equipment  was  issued  on  loan  to  patients  where  necessary. 
The  Home  Help  service  was  also  available  when  required. 


The  programme  of  the  clinics  held  at  the  Chest  Centre, 
46  Church  Street,  Barnsley,  is  given  below  : 


Tuesday, 

Wednesday, 

Wednesday, 

Thursday, 

Friday, 


10.0  a.m.  to  12.0  noon  (children) 
10.0  a.m.  to  12.0  noon. 

2.0  p.m.  to  4.0  p.m. 

10.0  a.m.  to  12.0  noon. 

10.0  a.m.  to  12.0  noon. 


Venereal  Diseases 

The  nearest  centre  for  Wombwell  patients  for  the 
diagnosis  and  treatment  of  these  diseases  is  in  Barnsley. 

Address  :  Special  Treatment  Centre,  Queen’s  Road, 
BARNSLEY. 

Other  centres  are  situate  at  Sheffield,  Doncaster  and 
Rotherham  and  a  patient  suffering  from  Venereal  Disease  is 
at  liberty  to  attend  at  the  centre  of  his  choice.  Treatment  is 
completely  confidential. 


Ambulance  Service 

For  the  first  time  the  amount  of  work  carried  out  by  the 
local  ambulance  service  has  been  reduced.  The  number  of 
patients  carried  was  nearly  2,000  fewer  than  in  1955,  and 
almost  10  000  miles  were  saved. 

This  is  thought  largely  to  be  due  to  the  more  efficient  use 
of  the  service,  which  is  possible  with  rad’o  control;  and  the  use 
of  an  Ambulance  Control  Officer  at  Beckett  Hospital,  Barnsley, 
has  also  helped  to  provide  a  more  efficient  use  of  the  service. 


Home  Nursing 

The  Home  Nurses  in  the  division  made  53,448  visits 
last  year.  20,287  of  these  being  to  medical  cases.  9,070  were 
to  surgical  cases  and  265  visits  were  made  to  tuberculosis 
patients.  The  total  number  of  visits  made  during  the  year 
showed  a  slight  decrease,  although  the  number  of  visits  made 
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for  the  purpose  of  injections  rose  by  nearly  2,000  to  23,747. 
i  feel  that  with  the  present  establishment  of  Home  Nurses  a 
peak  has  been  reached  in  the  number  of  visits  made.  There 
is  obviously  a  limit  to  the  amount  of  work  which  can  be  done 
by  a  given  number  of  nurses.  The  number  of  visits  made  to 
old  people  over  the  age  of  65  again  accounted  for  nearly  60% 
of  the  total  visits.  721  visits  were  made  to  children  under  five 
years  of  age.  The  home  nursing  service,  in  conjunction  with 
the  general  practitioners  of  your  area,  is  undoubtedly  making 
a  large  contribution  towards  treating  many  patients  in  their 
own  homes.  But  for  this,  I  am  afraid,  the  problems  of  chronic 
sick  accommodation  might  be  even  worse  than  it  is  today. 

Heme  Help  Service 

The  home  help  service  continued  in  1956  to  provide  a 
service  mainly  for  the  old  people  of  your  district.  90%  of  the 
available  home  help  hours  were  again  given  to  such  households. 

An  increase  in  the  establishment  of  home  helps  was 
received  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  but  this  was  really  too 
late  to  have  much  effect  on  the  figures  for  1956.  On  average 
342  households  per  week  were  assisted  as  against  300  in  1955. 
The  average  weekly  assistance  given  to  old  people  was  just 
under  four  hours  to  each  old  person.  The  Hospital  Authorities 
on  many  occasions  sought  our  assistance  towards  providing 
a  home  help  for  an  old  person  before  he  or  she  was  discharged 
from  hospital.  I  think  there  is  still  room  for  improvement  in 
the  co-operation  between  the  Hospitals  and  the  local  health 
authority  along  these  lines. 

Approximately  2%  of  the  Home  Help  hours  were  given 
to  Maternity  cases.  These  cases  are  not  numerous,  but  when 
they  do  occur,  the  number  of  hours  per  week  required  is  often 
as  high  as  24  —  30. 

Sometimes  by  providing  a  home  help  to  a  maternity  case, 
a  break-up  of  the  family  can  be  avoided,  as  otherwise  children 
might  have  to  be  taken  into  care,  during  the  confinement,  by  the 
Children’s  Department. 

Laboratory  Service 

The  laboratory  service  was  provided  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  in  Wakefield,  a  national  service  under  the 
control  of  the  Medical  Research  Council.  The  laboratory  is 
equipped  to  deal  with  all  bacteriological  and  pathological 
examinations,  and  a  complete  investigation  is  undertaken  and 
report  furnished  for  every  specimen  sent  for  examination. 
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Samples  of  milk  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
for  chemical  analysis  were  examined  by  the  Public  Analyst  at 
Bradford  at  the  expense  of  the  County  Council. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service 

Two  Infant  Welfare  Centres  serve  the  district,  one  of 
which  is  situate  at  the  Wombwell  Public  Library  where  weekly 
sessions  are  held  on  Tuesday  afternoons  and  the  other  at  the 
Welfare  Hall,  Jump,  where  weekly  sessions  are  held  on 
Monday  afternoons.  I  think  perhaps  it  would  be  opportune 
to  announce  that  in  1957  an  additional  Infant  Welfare  Centre 
operates  at  the  Public  Library  on  Wednesday  afternoons. 

At  the  Wombwell  centre  where  48  sessions  were  held 
308  children  made  3,914  attendances,  an  average  of  81*5  per 
session.  189  children  were  seen  for  the  first  time,  all  of  whom 
were  under  one  year  of  age.  1 ,444  examinations  were  made 
by  the  doctor  in  the  year,  an  average  of  30  per  session. 

At  the  Jump  Centre,  where  48  sessions  were  held,  84 
children  made  1,011  attendances,  an  average  of  21  per  session. 
52  children  were  seen  for  the  first  time,  all  of  whom  were  under 
one  year  of  age.  538  examinations  were  made  by  the  doctor 
in  the  year,  an  average  of  11-25  per  session. 

The  ante-natal  clinic  is  situate  in  the  Public  Library, 
Wombwell,  and  morning  and  afternoon  sessions  are  held  each 
Thursday.  104  sessions  were  held  during  the  year  at  which 
154  patients  made  556  attendances.  In  addition,  21  patients 
attended  for  post-natal  exami  nation. 

It  is  my  pleasure  to  record,  that,  although  the  attend¬ 
ances  at  the  local  health  authority  ante-natal  clinic  again 
declined  in  1956,  the  ante-natal  relaxation  classes  have  made 
phenomenal  progress.  The  attendances  rose  from  281  in  1955 
to  655  in  1956  an  increase  of  over  130%.  These  sessions  are 
now  held  on  Monday  and  Friday  afternoons  and,  as  the  figures 
indicate,  are  proving  very  popular  with  the  mothers.  At  these 
classes  mothers  are  taught  the  mechanisms  of  birth,  and  the 
whys  and  wherefores  of  each  stage  of  labour;  in  addition  to 
exercises  and  sensible  tips  in  mothercraft. 

It  is  my  belief  that  here  we  have  the  forerunner  of  a  new 
service  which  is  providing  expectant  mothers  with  good  health 
education  at  a  time  when  they  are  most  in  need  of  it  and  are 
in  a  receptive  mood. 
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Premature  Births. 


Live  Births  Stillbirths 

Inst.  Dom.  Inst.  Dom. 

13  3  11 

Died  ...  ...  2  1  —  — 

The  standard  of  ante-natal  care  in  the  community  is  to 
a  large  extent  expressed  in  the  vital  statistics  given  earlier  in 
this  report.  As  was  mentioned  there,  three  of  the  six  neo¬ 
natal  deaths  were  due  to  prematurity.  There  were  16 
premature  live  births  in  Wombwell  during  the  year  and  the 
above  table  shows  the  distribution  between  institutional  and 
domiciliary  births. 

Since  in  this  area  roughly  half  of  the  births  are  domi¬ 
ciliary  and  half  are  hospital  confinements,  it  will  be  seen  that  a 
disproportionate  number  of  premature  births  occur  in  hospital. 
I  wish  to  make  it  clear  that  I  do  not  regard  this  as  any  reflection 
on  the  hospital  service — indeed,  I  would  suggest  that  it  shows 
that  some  of  the  ante-natal  abnormalities  giving  rise  to 
prematurity  are  being  recognised  and  referred  for  hospital 
booking  and  Consultant  advice. 


Health  Visiting 

First  visits  were  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  to  308 
infants.  The  number  of  re-visits  to  infants  and  toddlers  was 
1,294  and  2,405  respectively.  1,021  visits  of  miscellaneous 
nature  were  also  made,  the  majority  of  which  were  connected 
with  the  welfare  of  the  aged  and  with  the  home  help  scheme. 
The  total  of  home  visits  made  by  the  Health  Visitors  last  year 
was  5,028,  excluding  247  ineffective  visits. 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

The  work  undertaken  by  the  Mental  Health  Section 
is  steadily  expanding,  particularly  as  a  result  of  public  interest 
through  the  publicity  that  has  been  given  to  the  problem  of 
Mental  Health  through  the  medium  of  the  National  Press, 
Radio  and  Television. 

People  are  beginning  to  appreciate  that  mental  illness 
is  not  a  social  stigma,  as  has  been  the  case  in  past  generations, 
and  because  of  this  a  much  more  lively  interest  is  being  shown 
and  problems  that  before  have  been  shelved  are  now  being 
discussed  openly  with  an  objective  in  mind. 
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From  various  reports  it  would  appear  that  approxi¬ 
mately  20% — 30%  of  patients  attending  General  Practitioners 
suffer  from  neurosis,  or  other  illnesses  associated  with  mental 
conflict.  Also,  when  the  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  who 
are  considering  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Deficiency  Legislation 
is  issued  it  may  show  the  need  for  Local  Authorities  to  provide 
greater  “after-care”  facilities  both  for  patients  discharged  from 
Mental  Hospitals  and  patients  on  licence  from  Mental 
Deficiency  Institutions.  Both  these  aspects  show  that  the 
Mental  Health  Service  will  still  have  a  further  need  for  greater 
expansion. 

During  the  year  there  were  two  part-time  Mental 
Health  Social  Workers  in  the  division  who  carry  out  Statutory 
Supervision  Mental  Deficiency  Visits;  supervision  of  Guardian¬ 
ship  and  Licence  Cases;  After-care  visits  of  patients  discharged 
from  Mental  Hospitals,  and  attend  Phsychiatric  Clinics. 


Mental  Deficiency 

Set  out  below  are  details  of  the  mental  defectives  in  this 
Division,  who  are  visited  by  the  Social  Workers. 


Statutory  Supervision  ... 

Guardianship  . 

Voluntary  Supervision  ... 


Under  16  years  Over  16  years 
Male  Female  Male  Female 

14  20  54  61 

—  —  —  2 

1  —  23  24 


15  20  77  87 


Total  199. 


During  the  year  the  following  new  cases  have  been 
notified  : 


Section  57(3)  of  the  Education  Act,  1944 
Section  57(5)  of  the  Education  Act,  1944, 

on  leaving  Special  School  . 

Section  57(5)  of  the  Education  Act,  1944, 

on  leaving  Ordinary  School  . 

Reported  on  transfer  to  this  Division  from 
outside  the  Area . 


6 

1 

2 

6 


During  the  year  the  following  defectives  have  been 
removed  from  the  Register  ; 


Removals  to  Institutions  . 

Transferred  to  other  Authorities  on  removal 

from  the  Division  . 

De-classified  . 

Died  . 


2 

2 

2 

1 
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Short-Stay  Vacancies 

Under  the  provisions  laid  down  for  short-stay  vacancies, 
where  relief  of  a  temporary  nature  can  be  given  in  the  case  of 
illness  or  emergency,  5  defectives  were  admitted  during  the 
year  for  periods  of  up  to  one  month.  This  provision  is  greatly 
appreciated,  and  it  is  regretted  that  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  have  not  the  accommodation  to  enable  more  vacancies 
to  be  available  for  this  purpose. 


Occupation  Centre 

It  is  regretted  that  I  cannot  report  that  the  Occupation 
Centre  at  The  Gables,  Wombwell,  is  functioning,  but  the 
position  is  now  that  the  building  is  being  adapted,  and  should 
be  completed  by  the  end  of  January,  1957. 

A  staff  of  3  will  be  appointed  to  run  the  Centre;  a  Super¬ 
visor  and  2  Assistants.  The  Centre  will  cater  for  27  defect¬ 
ives,  but  it  is  hoped  that  eventually  the  ground  adjacent  to 
the  Centre  will  be  utilised  and  a  further  extension  to  the  Centre 
be  added  so  that  a  greater  number  of  defectives  may  be  offered 
the  facilities  of  Occupation  Centre  training. 


Training  of  Mental  Defectives 

At  present  14  children  and  6  adult  mental  defectives  are 
attending  full-time  at  the  Barnsley  and  Hemsworth  Occupation 
Centres.  Some  of  these  mental  defectives  will  be  transferred 
to  The  Gables,  Wombwell,  and  the  vacancies  created  at  the 
Occupation  Centre,  Barnsley,  will  be  allocated  to  Darton, 
Royston  and  Cudworth. 


There  were  two  Home  Teachers  in  this  division  and 
they  gave  instruction  at  the  undermentioned  Group  Training 

Classes. 


Monday, 

Tuesday, 

Wednesday, 

Thursday, 

Friday, 


9.30  a.m.  to  3.30  p.m. — The  Darby  and  Joan  Club, 

ROYSTON. 

9.30  a.m.  to  3.30  p.m.— The  Gables,  WOMBWELL. 

9.30  a.m.  to  3.30  p.m. — The  Gables,  WOMBWELL. 

9.30  a.m.  to  2.30  p.m. — The  Ambulance  Hall, 

WORSBROUGH. 

9.30  a.m.  to  3.30  p.m. — The  Welfare  Clinic, 

DARTON. 


24  Defectives  attend  the  Group  Training  Classes,  and 
in  some  instances  defectives  attend  more  than  one  session,  and 
are  issued  with  travel  vouchers  to  cover  their  transport. 
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26  defectives  are  visited  in  their  homes  by  the  home 
teachers,  when  it  is  not  possible  for  them  to  attend  the  Group 
Training  Classes. 


Employment 

The  question  of  obtaining  employment  for  high  grade 
mental  defectives  is  becoming  somewhat  of  a  problem  as  there 
would  appear  to  be  a  dearth  of  suitable  employment.  The 
Juvenile  Employment  Officer  and  Ministry  of  Labour  give 
every  assistance  to  try  and  secure  work  that  is  within  the 
capacity  of  the  defective. 

37  Males  and  19  females  under  Statutory  Supervision 
and  19  males  and  3  females  under  Voluntary  Supervision  are 
in  regular  gainful  employment. 


Mental  Health  After  Care 

During  the  past  year  there  have  been  45  discharges 
from  Mental  Hospitals  (principally  Storthes  Hall  Mental 
Hospital)  and  9  deaths  in  Mental  Hospitals  have  been  notified. 
The  Social  Workers  visit  within  approximately  one  month  of 
the  patient’s  discharge  to  enquire  as  to  the  welfare  of  the 
patient.  These  visits  on  the  whole  are  welcomed,  as  the 
patient  more  often  than  not  has  had  no  contact  with  anyone 
since  discharge  and  she  feels  that  an  interest  is  still  being 
shown.  Sometimes  a  visit  is  resented  as  there  is  a  “guilt 
complex”  on  the  part  of  the  patient  or  relative  that  mental 
hospital  treatment  has  been  necessary,  and  unless  the  social 
worker  is  asked,  no  further  follow  up  is  attempted. 

Some  of  the  patients,  although  progressing,  have  some 
problem  which  is  giving  rise  to  anxiety  and  delaying  full 
recovery,  and  often  the  Mental  Health  Service  is  able  to  give 
practical  assistance.  Others,  may  be  relapsing  and  will  attend 
the  Psychiatric  Out-Patients  Clinic  through  the  General 
Practitioner,  when  advised  by  the  Social  Worker. 


School  Health  Service 

Two  important  schemes  in  the  prevention  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis  were  again  continued  through  the  medium  of  the  School 
Health  Service  during  the  year. 

I  give  below  details  of  this  service. 
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B.C.G.  Vaccination  Scheme 

The  response  to  this  scheme,  in  general,  was  not  as 
good  as  in  the  previous  year.  I  feel  that  this  scheme  offers 
the  real  hope  of  reducing  Tuberculosis  in  the  area,  particularly 
over  the  next  10  —  15  years. 

The  procedure  is  quite  a  simple  one  of  giving  a  small 
skin  test  in  the  fore-arm  and  if  this  is  negative  the  children 
concerned  are  given  vaccination  the  following  week. 

The  success  of  the  vaccination  is  confirmed  by  another 
skin  test  performed  the  following  year.  Parents  are  urged  to 
accept  this  offer  as,  in  my  view,  this  is  a  really  worth  while 
procedure. 


District 

i 

No.  of 
children 
tested 

No. 

Positive 

% 

Positive 

No. 

Negative 

Vaccinated 

CUDWORTH 

128 

28 

21  -9 

100 

99 

DARFIELD 

72 

21 

29  -2 

51 

51 

DARTON 

82 

19 

23  -2 

63 

61 

DODWORTH 

49 

14 

28  -6 

35 

35 

ROYSTON 

99 

28 

29-3 

71 

71 

WOMBWELL 

170 

54 

31  -8 

116 

116 

WORSBROUGH 

99 

13 

13  -2 

86 

84 

TOTALS 

699 

177 

25  -3 

522 

517 

Tuberculin  Testing  of  School  Entrants 

This  service  was  again  offered  to  all  new  entrants  to 
Infant  Schools  during  the  year.  The  results  obtained  were 
very  similar  to  last  year,  and  I  think  the  remarks  made  then 
are  still  applicable. 
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I  give  below  details  of  testing. 


District 

No.  of 
children 
offered 
Tuber¬ 
culin 

No.  of 
parents 
accept¬ 
ing 

No. 

positive 

No. 

re¬ 

ferred 

% 

accept¬ 

ance 

% 

Posi¬ 

tive 

ROYSTON 

Total  No.  of  children 
in  the  Survey . 

112 

105 

- 

_ 

93  -7 

CUDWORTH 

Total  No.  of  children 
in  the  Survey . 

175 

156 

6 

3 

89 

3-8 

Total  without  known 

contacts  . 

172 

153 

3 

3 

89 

1  9 

DARTON 

Total  No.  of  children 
in  the  Survey . 

106 

99 

1 

93  *4 

1  0 

Total  without  known 

contacts  . 

105 

98 

— 

— 

93  -4 

— 

DODWORTH 

Total  No.  of  children 
in  the  Survey . 

74 

54 

11 

11 

72  -9 

20*4 

DARFIELD 

Total  No.  of  children 
in  the  Survey . 

60 

56 

1 

93  -0 

1-8 

Total  without  known 

contacts  . 

59 

55 

— 

— 

93  0 

— 

WOMBWELL 

Total  No.  of  children 
in  the  Survey . 

236 

198 

4 

2 

84  -2 

2  0 

Total  without  known 
contacts  . 

234 

196 

2 

2 

84  -2 

1  0 

WORSBROUGH 

Total  No.  of  children 
in  the  Survey . 

163 

147 

3 

2 

90-2 

2  0 

Total  without  known 

contacts  . 

162 

146 

2 

2 

90 

1  *36 

DIVISIONAL  TOTAL 

926 

815 

26 

18 

88  0 

3*2 

TOTALS  WITHOUT 

KNOWN  CONTACTS 

918 

807 

18 

18 

87  -9 

2-2 

DIVISIONAL  TOTALS 

(without  Dodworth) . 

852 

761 

15 

7 

89  -3 

1*9 

TOTAL  WITHOUT 

KNOWN  CONTACTS 

844 

753 

7 

7 

89  -2 

0-9 
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Results  in  the  Wombwell  Urban  District  were  satis¬ 
factory  and  follow  closely  the  pattern  shown  in  other  parts  of 
the  division.  For  the  first  time  it  was  noticed  that  some  of  the 
contacts,  of  known  cases,  were  positive  because  of  B.C.G. 
Vaccination  in  infancy.  This  is  a  scheme  whereby  the  Chest 
Physician  offers  B.C.G.  Vaccination  to  babies  who  are  contacts 
of  known  cases,  and  I  think  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  out  of 
four  children  who  were  positive  in  your  district  two  came  in 
this  category. 


Routine  school  medical  inspections  were  carried  out  by 
myself  at  the  undermentioned  schools. 

Barnsley  Road  Infants. 

King’s  Road  Infants. 

King’s  Road  Junior  Mixed. 

Park  Street  Infants. 

Highfields  Junior  Mixed  and  Infants. 

Broomhill  Junior  Mixed  and  Infants. 

Low  Valley  R.C. 

Girls’  Secondary  Modern. 

Boys’  Secondary  Modern. 

Jump  Infants. 


Summary  of  Defects  Found 


No.  of  children 
examined 

Ocular 

E.N.T. 

Heart 

Lungs 

Orthopaedic 

Others 

No.  Passed  for 
Treatment 

Barnsley  Road  Infants . 

43 

12 

3 

— 

2 

— 

2 

10 

King’s  Road  Infants  . 

80 

6 

3 

— 

1 

1 

3 

11 

Park  Street  Infants  . 

72 

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5 

3 

Highfield  J.M.  and  I.  . 

124 

13 

13 

1 

2 

4 

3 

23 

Jump  Infants  . 

50 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

4 

5 

Broomhill  J.M.  and  I. 

6 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

King’s  Road  J.M. 

83 

14 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Girls’  Secondary  Modern 

233 

39 

9 

3 

1 

5 

9 

48 

Boys’  Secondary  Modern 

251 

54 

6 

— 

4 

3 

5 

32 

Low  Valley  R.C.  . 

60 

9 

6 

— 

2 

— 

3 

10 

TOTALS 

1002 

155 

47 

4 

14 

14 

36 

159 

School  Clinic 

No.  of  children  who  attended  and  were  seen  by 
Doctor  at  the  Public  Library,  Station  Road, 
Wombwell  . 


136 
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Sun-Ray  Clinic 

No.  of  children  who  attended .  44 

Total  attendances  . 195 

Minor  Ailments  Clinic 

Number  of  children  treated  by  Health  Visitors  ...  70 

Total  attendances  .  133 

Specialist  Clinics 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic — No  Speech  Therapist. 

Child  Guidance  Clinic 

Dr.  S.  M.  Leese,  Psychiatrist. 

No.  of  children  examined .  2 

Total  attendances  .  4 


Ophthalmic  Clinics 

Mr.  N.  L.  McNeill  M.B.,  D.O.M.S., 
Ophthalmologist. 

No.  of  children  examined  .  362 

Orthopaedic  Clinics 

Mr.  T.  L.  Lawson,  F.R.C.S., 

Orthopaedic  Surgeon. 

No.  of  children  examined .  5 


Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinics 

Mr.  W.  L.  Rowe,  F.R.C.S.,  E.N.T.,  Surgeon. 

No.  of  children  examined  .  56 


Paediatric  Clinic 


Dr.  C.  C.  Harvey,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P., 
Paediatrician. 

No.  of  children  examined  . 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  C.  Knowles,  your  Surveyor,  for  the 
following  report. 


Sewage  Disposal 

New  Scarborough  Sewage  Works 

1  have  still  to  report  that  these  works  are  badly  affected 
by  the  effects  of  mining  subsidence  and  as  I  have  reported  to 
you  previously  the  results  of  the  final  effluent  are  not  always 
up  to  the  standard  required  by  the  Rivers  Board. 

As  you  are  no  doubt  aware  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  have  sanctioned  part  of  the  scheme  for  the 
enlargement  of  the  sewers  and  improvement  of  the  works,  but 
unfortunately  up  to  the  present  time  we  have  only  been  able 
to  put  two  cast  iron  pipes  of  27"  and  24"  diameter  for  the 
length  under  the  railway.  We  have  recently  submitted  tenders 
to  ihe  Ministry  for  a  further  £40,000  to  be  spent  and  I  trust 
the  loan  sanction  will  be  forthcoming  very  soon  now. 


Lundhill  Sewage  Works 

These  works  are  now  giving  satisfactory  effluent. 


Sewers 

Trouble  has  been  experienced  during  the  past  year 
through  serious  blockage  to  sewers  owing  to  mining  subsidence 
and  these  have  had  to  be  remedied  by  the  engagement  of 
mechanical  means  to  clear  the  nuisance.  The  sewer  at  Broom- 
hill  is  still  in  a  very  bad  condition  and  is  acting  more  or  less 
as  a  cesspool.  Consequently  we  have  to  pump  the  sewage 
out  every  week. 


Housing 

During  the  year  under  review  36  houses  and  20 
bungalows  have  been  completed  by  the  Council  on  the  Wilson 
Street  Estate. 

Eight  houses  and  four  bungalows  have  been  erected  by 
private  enterprise  during  the  same  period. 
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Swimming  Baths 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  G.  R.  Johnson,  your  Baths 
Manager,  for  the  following  report  on  the  swimming  baths  : 

The  Baths  during  the  1956  Swimming  Season  proved 
as  popular  as  ever,  the  total  number  of  bathers  using  the 
establishment  being  82,807.  Of  this  total,  26,093  were  school- 
children  all  of  whom  received  instruction  in  swimming  and 
life-saving.  Evening  class  students  attending  during  the 
season  numbered  2,044  and  a  further  1,682  attended  the  weekly 
sessions  of  the  Wombwell  Swimming  Club. 

Pit  Head  Baths,  and  the  building  of  modern  houses  with 
bath  rooms  is  mainly  responsible  for  a  decrease  of  250  users 
of  the  Slipper  Baths  which  this  year  dropped  to  3,301. 

The  swimming  bath  water  is  kept  at  a  constant  tempera¬ 
ture,  filtered  and  chlorinated;  and  with  a  turnover  period  of 
three  hours,  a  high  standard  of  purity  and  clarity  is  maintained. 
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GENERAL  EPIDEMIOLOGY. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Erysipelas  . 

4 

1 

— 

Measles  . 

23 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

57 

4 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

28 

14 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

2 

— 

— 

Pneumonia . 

20 

7 

3 

Food  Poisoning . 

1 

— 

— 

Dysentery  . 

12 

1 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

2 

2 

1 

Distribution  in  the  Wards. 


S.E. 

S.W. 

C. 

N. 

H. 

Total 

Measles  . 

7 

14 

— 

— 

2 

23 

Whooping  Cough  . 

5 

24 

10 

12 

6 

57 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

3 

16 

2 

1 

6 

28 

Pneumonia  . 

2 

7 

3 

— 

8 

20 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Dysentery . 

2 

1 

1 

5 

3 

12 

Food  poisoning  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Erysipelas  . 

1 

" 

1 

— 

2 

4 

28 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  WOMBWELL. 


AJ3}U9SAq 

2 

24 

13 

3 

12 

3 

10 

12 

safSEaj^ 

158 

754 

66 

367 

220 

187 

469 

66 

385 

23 

qBnog  6uidooq^ 

75 

92 

43 

139 

134 

131 

27 

159 

33 

57 

snijeqdaDuaoiioj  aijnDy 

1  1  -  1  1  !  -  1  1  1 

di^Aiejej-uo^j 
spipAuioipj  3}tidy 

1  1  1  1  N  “  1  ~  ”  1 

OpAjEJElJ 

sqqaAraoqoj  3?riDY 

CN  i  »— i  '  CO  CO  OO 

suoipajuj  jeddodoBuiu3i/\{ 

xodjjEui's 

i  i  i  i  i  i  i  i  i  i 

sasEasiQ  sno|riDJ3qnjL  J3q?0 

sisoiriDjaqnj^  AJEUouqng 

19 

20 

24 

27 

33 

23 

21 

14 

10 

12 

imuo}Euoa{q  EiuqEqiudo 

i  i  i  i  i  -  i  i  i  i 

Eiuoumaug 

19 

17 

32 

16 

17 

16 

15 

19 

10 

20 

eixsjAj  jEJadjanj 

sEpdisAjg 

13 

6 

5 

10 

7 

2 

2 

4 

Buiuosioj  pooj 

^  Tt  m  in  «  « 

J3A3J  Duajug 

1  1  1  “  1  1  1  1  1  1 

EuaqjqdiQ 

1  a  i  i  i  i  i  -  i  i 

J3A3J  PJJEDg 

51 

69 

30 

19 

17 

12 

65 

16 

8 

28 

SV3A 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (Age  Groups). 


u/wou^un  aBy 

1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1 

J9AO  pUB  59 

11*111111 

59— s* 

11*11111" 

5*— 52 

VO  |  (N  «  -«  N 

52—51 

~  "  1  1  1  1  1  1 

51—01 

~  1  ~  ~  1  1  1  1  1 

01—5 

20 

1 

6 

20 

7 

1 

5— € 

4 

1 

10 

22 

2 

£— l 

<N  |  »-*  |  VO  ~  <N 

I  «PUfl 

1  1  1  1  ~  "  1  1  1 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

Pneumonia . 

Food  Poisoning . 

Measles  . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Dysentery  . . . . . 

Mennigococcal  Infection . 

Erysipelas  . 
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Smallpox  and  Diphtheria 

There  were  no  cases  of  Smallpox  or  Diphtheria  last 
year  in  your  district,  so  I  will  confine  my  remarks  to  the  subject 
of  prevention. 


The  number  of  infants  vaccinated  last  year  was  67  or 
about  23%  of  the  infant  Population  as  compared  with  17% 
who  were  vaccinated  in  1955.  This  slight  improvement  is  very 
welcome,  and  I  hope  that  this  will  continue  because  Smallpox 
vaccination  tends  to  be  the  one  preventive  procedure,  which 
seems  to  get  missed,  when  there  are  many  more  injections  to 
be  given  for  other  diseases.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  I  would 
welcome  a  more  general  introduction  of  combined  vaccine  for 
Whooping  Cough  and  Diphtheria,  as  I  feel  that  with  the 
smaller  number  of  injections  we  might  stand  a  better  chance 
of  persuading  parents  to  have  Smallpox  vaccination. 


The  increase  in  Diphtheria  Immunisation  statistics  is 
very  small  and  the  position  remains  very  much  unchanged. 
The  1956  figures  show  68%  of  all  children  in  the  0  —  14  age 
group,  35-4%  of  children  in  0  —  4  years  age  group  and  82-2% 
of  children  between  the  ages  of  5  —  14  years  protected. 

If  the  number  of  pre-school  children  receiving 
Diphtheria  immunisation  were  as  high  as  the  figures  show  for 
schoolchildren,  then  there  might  be  some  room  for  com¬ 
placency.  As  the  figures  are,  I  would  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  warning  parents  of  pre-school  children  of  the 
terrible  risk  which  they  are  taking  on  their  children's  behalf. 


Whooping  Cough 

There  was  a  small  increase  in  the  incidence  of 
Whooping  Cough  with  57  cases  notified  as  compared  with  33 
in  1955,  but  compared  with  159  in  1954. 

Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough  showed  a 
reasonable  improvement  with  142  children  immunised  as 
against  102  in  the  previous  year.  86%  of  the  children  were 
immunised  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic.  Although  Whooping 
Cough  immunisation  cannot  guarantee  100%  success,  the 
degree  of  protection  given  is  very  high  and,  even  if  attacks 
occur  in  an  immunised  child,  it  is  probable  that  it  will  at  least 
be  modified. 
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Poliomyelitis 

In  contrast  to  1955  it  is  my  pleasure  to  report  that  no 
case  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred  in  your  district  during  the  year. 
A  start  was  made  in  May/June  of  1956  to  immunise  those 
children  who  had  registered  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 
Supplies  of  vaccine  were  very  small  and  it  is  regretted  that  by 
the  end  of  the  year  only  about  10%  of  the  children  registered, 
had  in  fact  been  vaccinated.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  with 
improved  supplies  of  vaccine  in  1957  that  the  remaining  90% 
will  be  completed  during  the  current  year. 


Food  Poisoning 

One  case  of  Food  Poisoning  was  confirmed  last  year, 
and  it  is  difficult  to  make  comment  on  a  single  isolated  case. 
No  source  of  infection  was  traced. 


Tuberculosis 

There  were  12  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
and  4  new  cases  of  non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified  in 
your  district  last  year,  as  compared  with  10  and  2  respectively 
in  1955. 


This  increase  should  not  necessarily  be  regarded  with 
alarm  as  when  we  take  active  steps  to  discover  the  disease, 
naturally  the  number  of  new  cases  notified  will  tend  to  rise. 
As  reported  in  the  school  health  section  the  Tuberculin  testing 
of  school  entrants  was  continued,  and  where  children  were 
found  to  be  positive,  active  steps  were  taken  to  try  to  trace 
the  source  of  infection  in  the  family. 

A  visit  was  made  by  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  to 
your  district  in  March,  1956,  and  I  give  below  the  main  results 
of  this  survey. 

TOTAL  RADIOGRAPHED .  4942 


TUBERCULOSIS  : 

c  t i  v  e  ...  ...  , . ,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Inactive  .  14 


OTHER  DISEASES  AND  ABNORMALITIES  : 

\ .  Abnormalities  of  the  Bony  Thorax  and  Soft  Tissues 
C  ongemtal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2.  Abnormalities  of  the  Bony  Thorax  and  Soft  Tissues 

— acquired  .  — 
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3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 
9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 


Tumours  of  the  Bony  Thorax 

— primary  and  secondary  . 

Congenital  malformations  of  the  lungs . 

Bacterial  and  virus  infections  of  the  lungs  .. 

Other  infections  of  the  lungs . 

Bronchiectasis  . 

Honeycomb  Lung  . 

Emphysema  . .  . 

Pulmonary  fibrosis — (non-tuberculous) . 

Pneumoconiosis  . 

Spontaneous  pneumothorax  . 

Benign  tumours  of  the  lungs  and  mediastinum 
Carcinoma  of  the  lung  and  mediastinum 

Metases  in  the  lung  and  mediastinum  . 

Enlarged  mediastinal  and  bronchial  glands — 

non-tuberculous  . 

Sarcoidosis  and  collagenous  diseases  . 

Pleural  thickening  or  calcification — 

non-tuberculous  . , 

Abnormalities  of  the  diaphragm  and  oesophagus 

congenital  and  acquired  . 

Congenital  abnormalities  of  heart  and  vessels 
Acquired  abnormalities  of  heart  and  vessels  .. 

Miscellaneous  . 

Pneumoconiosis  with  tuberculosis  . 


9 

9 

7 

29 

120 

1 

2 

1 


4 

3 

1 

54 


The  response  was  better  than  when  the  Unit  previously 
visited  the  township  and  I  regard  such  routine  surveys  as  a 
valuable  asset  in  our  efforts  to  discover  latent  sources  of 
infection  in  the  community.  Every  endeavour  was  made  to 
ensure  that  children  who  participated  in  the  B.C.G.  Scheme 
the  previous  year  were  given  a  check  X-Ray  at  the  unit. 


I  would  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the  vast  amount  of  work 
carried  out  by  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Chest  Physician,  in  ensuring  that  contacts  attend  for 
examination.  I  feel  that  this  is  one  sphere  where  there  is 
excellent  co-ordination  and  co-operation  between  the  hospital 
and  the  local  authority  services. 
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TUBERCULOSIS — Record  of  Cases  during  1956 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

No.  of  cases  on  register  at  1st  January 

No.  of  cases  notified  for  first  time  during 

76 

52 

12 

10 

year  •••  •  •  •  •••  •  •  •  ••• 

8 

4 

2 

2 

No.  of  cases  restored  to  register 

No.  of  cases  added  to  register  otherwise 

— 

— 

— 

than  by  notification 

4 

1 

— 

— 

No.  removed  to  other  districts 

No.  cured  or  otherwise  removed  from 

2 

2 

— 

— 

register 

2 

4 

1 

1 

No.  died  from  disease 

1 

1 

— 

— 

No.  died  from  other  causes  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Total  at  end  of  1956  ... 

81 

50 

13 

11 

TUBERCULOSIS — New  Cases  and  Mortality  in  1956 


Age  period 


Under  5 
5  to  H 
15  to  24 
25  to  44 
45  to  64 
65  and  up 


NEW  CASES  DEATHS 

Non-  Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

MF  MFMF  MF 


2  1  —  1  —  — 

2  3  2  —  —  1 

4  —  —  1  1  — 


TOTALS  ...  8  4  2  2  1  1 


TUBERCULOSIS — New  Cases  and  Mortality  for  the 

past  ten  years. 


NEW  CASES  DEATHS 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1947  . 

19 

2 

8 

3 

1948  . 

20 

7 

13 

1 

1949  . 

24 

5 

7 

— 

1950  . 

27 

8 

6 

1 

1951  . 

33 

3 

3 

— 

1952  . 

23 

5 

6 

2 

1953  . 

21 

5 

6 

— 

1954  . 

14 

3 

5 

— 

1955  . 

10 

2 

— 

— 

1956  . 

12 

4 

2 

— 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  AND 
CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1956 

Public  Health  Inspector’s  Office, 
Town  Hall, 

WOMBWELL. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Wombwell  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Mellor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  this  my  sixth  Annual 
Report  on  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  your  district  and  the 
work  carried  out  in  my  Department  during  the  year. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  members  of  the  Council,  and 
particularly  to  the  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  for 
their  continued  confidence  and  support  and  to  my  fellow 
officials  for  their  help  and  co-operation.  I  must  also  record  my 
appreciation  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Additional  Public 
Health  Inspector  and  the  other  members  of  my  staff  have 
carried  out  their  duties  during  the  year.  Their  courtesy  in 
dealing  with  members  of  the  public,  their  loyalty  and  their 
efficiency  have  played  a  big  part  in  the  continued  smooth 
running  of  the  Department. 

At  the  end  of  November  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Dr.  R.  S.  Hynd,  terminated  his  engagement  with  the  Council. 
I  have  worked  in  the  closest  understanding  and  co-operation 
with  Dr.  Hynd  since  I  was  appointed  to  my  present  position. 
My  best  wishes  go  with  him  in  his  new  appointment  and  the 
hope  that  he  will  continue  in  the  best  of  health. 

Dr.  Barnes,  who  was  previously  the  Deputy  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  succeeded  Dr.  Hynd  as  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  I  have  known  Dr.  Barnes  for  many  years  and  look 
forward  with  pleasure  to  working  with  him. 

1956  was  an  eventful  year  and  the  amount  of  work 
carried  out  in  the  Department  was  considerable.  The  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  1955  came  into  operation  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year,  there  were  two  new  Acts  affecting 
Housing,  viz  :  The  Slum  Clearance  (Compensation)  Act  and 
the  Housing  Subsidies  Act,  and  the  Clean  Air  Act.  The 
emphasis  during  the  year  was  undoubtedly  on  Food,  Housing, 
Atmospheric  Pollution  and  Public  Cleansing. 
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Housing 

During  the  year  58  new  dwellings  were  erected  in  your 
District,  56  by  the  Council  and  2  by  private  enterprise.  These 
numbers  are  very  much  short  of  the  yearly  average  which  has 
been  maintained  since  building  recommenced  in  1947. 

The  36  houses  and  20  bungalows  which  were  erected 
by  the  Council  were  a  further  development  of  the  Wilson 
Street  Estate.  The  total  number  of  inhabited  houses  within 
your  district  is  now  5,864.  The  population  for  mid  1956  was 
19,000  and  this  gives  an  average  figure  of  3-24  persons  per 
house. 


Since  the  war  the  Council  has  erected  896  houses  and 
bungalows.  During  this  same  period  612  cases  of  families 
living  in  lodgings  have  been  rehoused,  585  to  new  houses  and 
the  remainder  to  relets.  192  cases  of  overcrowding  in  single 
families  have  been  alleviated  during  the  same  period,  121  to 
new  houses  and  the  remainder  to  relets. 


Notwithstanding  this  progress  in  the  matter  of  rehousing 
there  continues  to  be  a  big  demand  for  new  houses  from 
families  in  lodgings,  many  of  whom  live  in  deplorable  con¬ 
ditions,  single  overcrowded  families  and  many  others  who  want 
a  house  with  modern  amenities.  This  demand  became  more 
noticeable  as  the  Council’s  building  programme  gradually  came 
to  a  standstill.  There  is  little  doubt  that  there  still  remains  a 
demand  for  houses  for  general  needs  as  will  be  seen  from 
Housing  Statistics  shown  later. 


During  the  year  the  36  newly  erected  Council  Houses 
and  1  bungalow  and  a  number  of  relets  on  the  other  housing 
estates  were  utilised  as  follows  : 


( 1 )  Alleviation  of  overcrowding  : 

(a)  Single  Families  . 

(b)  Two  or  more  families  in  house  ... 

(2)  Rehousing  from  unfit  houses  . 

(3)  Cases  of  sickness  or  disability  . 


9 

26 

24 

2 


House  Letting 

Due  to  a  number  of  factors  the  Council  were  compelled 
to  discontinue  building  for  general  needs  and  the  number  of 
houses  available  for  letting  was  by  far  the  least  since  you 
recommenced  building  following  the  war. 

In  a  number  of  cases  where  rehousing  was  being  carried 
out  some  tenants  were  considered  unsuitable  for  new  houses 
and  some  were  unable  to  pay  the  comparatively  high  rent.  By 
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arrangement  with  the  Collector  exchanges  were  effected  by 
means  of  which  existing  Council  House  tenants  were  permitted 
to  take  over  the  tenancy  of  a  new  house  and  the  house  thus 
vacated  was  allocated  to  one  of  the  cases  referred  to  in  the 
preceding  paragraph. 

The  Collector  and  I  have  worked  in  close  collaboration 
at  all  times  to  ensure  that  the  best  possible  use  be  made  of 
the  available  houses. 


Slum  Clearance,  Unfit  Houses  and  Demolition 

In  my  last  report  I  referred  to  the  proposed  Slum 
Clearance  programme  for  the  first  five  years.  The  Sub  Com¬ 
mittee  appointed  considered  and  the  Council  approved  the 
suggested  programme  and  rate  of  progress. 

In  the  first  year  97  houses  were  to  be  closed  and 
demolished  and  50  houses  were  to  be  similarly  dealt  with  in 
each  of  the  succeeding  4  years.  This  gave  a  total  of  297. 
Before  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  had  resolved  to  erect 
a  further  60  houses  and  bungalows  on  the  Wilson  Street  site 
for  the  purpose  of  Slum  Clearance. 

By  the  end  of  October  all  the  37  houses  in  the  Church 
Street — Alma  Street  Area  had  been  closed  and  the  tenants  re¬ 
housed.  Some  of  these  houses  were  in  an  extremely  dilapidated 
and  dangerous  condition  and  efforts  were  being  made  at  the 
end  of  the  year  to  secure  their  early  demolition. 

5  other  houses  were  closed  by  informal  agreement  with 
the  owners  and  the  tenants  rehoused  by  the  Council.  In  all 
cases  the  owners  undertook  not  to  relet  and  to  demolish  at  a 
later  date. 

During  the  early  hours  of  1st  March  a  most  severe  gale 
which  continued  throughout  the  day  caused  considerable 
damage  to  dwelling  houses.  Chimney  pots  and  stacks  were 
severely  damaged,  slates  torn  from  roofs  in  great  numbers, 
spouting  dislodged  and  debris  strewn  on  adjoining  roads  and 
yards.  One  house  was  so  severely  damaged  that  the  owner 
was  advised  to  demolish.  This  he  agreed  to  do  and  the  Council 
undertook  to  rehouse  the  tenant. 


Housing  Act,  1949,  Section  20 
Housing  Repairs  a|nd  Rents  Act,  1954 
Improvement  Grants 

The  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  as  amended 
by  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  provide  an 
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excellent  opportunity  for  property  owners  to  obtain  assistance 
in  the  modernisation  and  conversion  of  houses.  During  the 
year  13  applications  were  received  from  owner/occupiers  and 
in  all  cases  grants  were  made.  The  total  of  the  grants  made 
by  the  Council  was  £1,263.  5s.  lid. 

Since  the  introduction  of  the  system  of  Improvement 
Grants  the  Council  has  rendered  all  possible  assistance  to  those 
wishing  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunities  offered  by  the 
Act.  It  is  possible  under  this  scheme  to  improve  a  house  which 
is  structurally  sound  but  which  lacks  modern  amenities  and 
to  render  it  more  convenient  by  the  provision  of  a  hot  water 
system,  a  bathroom,  indoor  sanitary  convenience,  electricity, 
new  fireplaces  capable  of  burning  solid  smokeless  fuels  and 
extend  living  or  sleeping  accommodation  according  to  family 
needs.  In  this  way  substantial  houses  which  would  possibly  be 
demolished  in  10  or  15  years  time  can  be  made  to  meet  present 
day  requirements  and  the  life  of  these  houses  can  be  extended 
greatly.  Thus  by  making  a  comparatively  small  grant,  part 
of  which  is  repaid  by  the  Ministry,  the  Council  may  avoid  a 
considerably  larger  expenditure  in  providing  a  new  house. 
Such  houses  as  these  cannot  be  permitted  to  deteriorate  when 
their  period  of  usefulness  can  so  easily  be  extended. 


The  houses  in  respect  of  which  grants  were  made  are 
as  follows  : 


Premises  Amount  of  Grant 

£ 

s. 

d. 

No. 

177, 

Barnsley  Road,  WOMBWELL  . 

..  Ill 

7 

0 

No. 

16, 

Barnsley  Road,  WOMBWELL  . 

..  80 

0 

0 

No. 

111, 

Blythe  Street,  WOMBWELL  . 

..  131 

10 

0 

No. 

113, 

Blythe  Street,  WOMBWELL  . 

..  149 

10 

0 

No. 

115, 

Blythe  Street,  WOMBWELL  . 

..  131 

10 

0 

No. 

17, 

Stonyford  Road,  WOMBWELL. 

..  71 

0 

0 

No. 

16, 

Hough  Lane,  WOMBWELL  . 

..  74 

10 

1 

No. 

13, 

Stonyford  Road,  WOMBWELL  . 

..  84 

4 

5 

No. 

125. 

Blythe  Street,  WOMBWELL  . 

..  131 

14 

5 

No. 

61, 

Stonyford  Road,  WOMBWELL  . 

..  84 

10 

0 

No. 

316, 

Hough  Lane,  WOMBWELL  . 

..  52 

10 

0 

No. 

7, 

Stonyford  Road,  WOMBWELL. 

..  93 

0 

0 

No. 

164, 

Hough  Lane,  WOMBWELL  . 

..  68 

0 

0 

TOTALS  ...  13  Grants 

£1263 

5 

11 
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Housing  Repairs 

The  introduction  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act, 
1954,  which  permitted  the  raising  of  rents  under  certain  con¬ 
ditions  appears  to  have  failed  in  its  object  of  securing  the  repair 
of  houses  on  a  large  scale.  If  the  number  of  applications  made 
for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  is  any  indication  of  the  number  of 
cases  where  rent  increases  were  made  there  is  little  doubt  that 
very  few  rents  were  increased.  Certainly  there  was  no  obvious 
outbreak  of  activity  in  the  carrying  out  of  housing  repairs. 

The  routine  work  of  securing  repairs  and  improvements 
to  houses  was  continued  and  once  again  the  same  difficulties 
were  experienced.  The  number  of  contractors  in  the  town 
who  are  prepared  to  undertake  property  repairs  is  very  small 
and  their  resources  are  usually  limited.  There  is  inevitably  a 
delay  in  many  cases  in  securing  the  execution  of  works  of 
repair. 


During  the  year  690  Informal  Notices  were  served  and 
of  these  662  or  95%  were  complied  with.  In  addition,  63 
notices  brought  forward  from  1955  were  also  complied  with. 
28  notices  were  carried  forward  to  be  dealt  with  in  1957. 

A  considerable  amount  of  damage  was  caused  by  the 
gale  which  occurred  at  the  beginning  of  March  and  this 
entailed  many  days  of  work  in  securing  the  repairing  or 
renewing  of  chimney  stacks,  roofs,  spouting,  damaged  plaster- 
work,  walls,  etc.  The  number  of  informal  notices  served  during 
the  year  showed  an  appreciable  increase  on  previous  years  as 
a  direct  result  of  the  additional  work  caused  by  the  effects  of 
the  gale.  The  abnormally  high  percentage  of  notices  complied 
with  is  a  reflection  of  the  wholehearted  co-operation  of  property 
owners  and  builders  in  making  good  the  gale  damage. 


Damage  by  Mining  Subsidence 

Many  parts  of  the  town  continued  to  be  affected  by 
mining  subsidence.  So  long  as  the  present  system  continues 
this  must  be  accepted  as  a  necessary  evil.  Close  liaison  is 
maintained  with  the  Land  and  Mineral  Officers  of  the  National 
Coal  Board  in  all  three  of  the  Areas  concerned  in  the  district. 
Delay  in  making  good  such  damage  is  thus  minimised.  A  con¬ 
stant  watch  is  maintained  on  affected  property  in  order  that 
action  might  be  taken  without  delay  should  danger  arise. 

In  my  last  report  I  referred  to  a  house  in  Fitzwilliam 
Street,  Hemingfield,  which  had  become  dangerous  and  the 
tenant  advised  to  leave.  During  the  year  it  was  considered 
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that  movement  had  ceased,  the  National  Coal  Board  made  good 
all  damage  and  the  house  was  re-occupied. 

Areas  affected  by  subsidence  during  the  year  were 
Littlefield  Lane,  Station  Road,  Edward  Street,  Hough  Lane, 
Wombwell  Main,  Broomhill,  Barnsley  Road,  Aldham  Cottages, 
Wilson  Street  and  the  northern  part  of  the  Wilson  Street 
Estate,  Brampton  Road,  Summer  Lane,  Cemetery  Road  and 
Garden  Grove,  Hemingfield,  and  Church  Street,  Jump. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  District  .  5864 

Number  of  back-to-back  houses  included  in  above  ...  2 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  .  1034 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  2469 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  in  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above),  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  .  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  needing  further  action: — 

(a)  Number  considered  to  be  in  a  state  so  danger¬ 

ous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  .  94 

(b)  Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-head  (3)  (a) 

above),  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason¬ 
ably  fit  for  human  habitation .  168 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  yeair  without  service  of 
formal  notices 

(a)  Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  .  895 
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(b)  Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses 
(excluding  those  shown  in  (a)  above)  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  as  a  result  of  informal 
action  .  1184 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16,  Housing 
Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

formal  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  .  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

( 1 )  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  67 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  .  55 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  12 


C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

( 1 )  Number  of  representations,  etc.,  made  in  respect 

of  dwelling  houses  unfit  for  habitation  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursu¬ 
ance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  Nil 

(4)  Any  action  under  Sections  10  and  11  of  the  Local 
Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953. 

If  so,,  what  ?  .  Nil 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : — 

( 1 )  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
m  3  d  e  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  lb!  i 1 
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(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms,  the  Closing  Orders  in  respect  of  which  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  .  Nil 


E.  Proceedings  under  Part  III  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936,  and  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act, 

1954  : — 

( 1 )  Number  of  Clearance  Areas  represented  during 

the  year  .  None 

(2)  Number  of  houses  included  in  these  areas .  — 

(3)  Number  of  persons  to  be  displaced .  — 

(4)  Action  taken  during  the  year  in  respect  of  Clear¬ 
ance  Areas  : — 

(a)  by  Clearance  Orders,  number  made  .  — 

(b)  by  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders,  number 

111  3  d  0  ,  .  .  •  ,  ,  ,  ,  ,  a  ,  a  aaa  aaa  aaa  aaa  aaa 

(5)  Number  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  demolished 

during  the  year  .  — 

(6)  Number  of  persons  re-housed  from  houses  de¬ 
molished  during  the  year .  — 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936  —  Part  IV  —  Overcrowding 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  .  295 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  483 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  1514 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  .  85 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year .  35 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases...  132 

5.  New  Houses 

Number  of  new  houses  provided  during  the  year: — 

By  the  Local  Authority — Permanent  type  .  56 

Temporary  type .  — 

By  Private  Enterprise  .  2 
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6.  Housing  Act,  1949 

Section  4 — Any  action  in  connection  with  advances 

for  purpose  of  increasing  housing  accommodation  None 


7*  Housing  Act,  1949,  as  amended  by  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act,  1954 

Grants  to  persons  other  than  local  authorities  for 
improvement  of  housing  accommodation. 

Any  action  during  the  year  ?  Grants  made  in  13  cases. 


Milk  Supply 

The  Urban  District  was  designated  a  special  area  under 
the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Area)  Order,  1953, 
and  since  that  time  all  milk  retailed  within  the  district  has 
been  sold  under  Special  Designations. 

There  was  some  prejudice  at  the  outset,  especially 
amongst  older  people,  against  this  method  of  distributing  milk. 
Gradually  the  criticism  has  subsided  and  it  is  seldom  that  one 
now  hears  any  reference  to  the  “old  methods”  of  retailing 
milk.  Even  the  minority  of  dissenters  have  now  accepted  that 
it  is  far  safer  and  infinitely  more  convenient  to  receive  their 
milk  supply  in  sealed,  hygienic  containers. 

Of  the  milk  produced  in  your  area,  that  at  six  farms  is 
Ungraded  and  is  sent  for  Pasteurisation.  At  the  remaining 
six  farms,  including  the  five  largest  herds,  Tuberculin  Tested 
Milk  is  produced,  but  only  in  two  cases  is  it  retailed  in  this 
area.  In  addition,  a  large  quantity  of  Pasteurised  and  Tuber¬ 
culin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  is  retailed  in  the  area.  The  milk 
produced  and  consumed  within  the  Urban  District  continues 
to  be  of  a  high  quality. 

Regular  supervision  of  milk  distribution  was  once  again 
a  feature  of  the  Department’s  activities  and  contact  is  main¬ 
tained  with  the  suppliers  in  order  that  improvements  may  be 
effected  as  necessary.  To  this  end  samples  of  milk  were 
procured  for  the  routine  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  and  Phos¬ 
phatase  Tests  and  all  milk  sold  in  the  raw  state  was,  in 
addition,  tested  at  least  quarterly,  for  the  presence  of  the 
Tubercle  Bacillus. 

There  are  altogether  40  Retail  Milk  sellers  registered 
whose  premises  are  inspected  at  regular  intervals. 
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184  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  despatched  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Wakefield.  The  staff  of 
the  Laboratory  are  always  extremely  helpful  and  a  high  value 
is  placed  on  their  services.  The  results  of  the  tests  carried 
out  are  given  below. 


Samples  of  Milk  taken  for  Examination  during  1956 


TYPE  OF  MILK 

TYPE  OF  TEST  AND  RESULT 

Methylene 

Blue 

Phosphatase 

Presence  of 
Tuberculosis 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Neg¬ 

ative 

Pos¬ 

itive 

Ungraded 

19 

10 

— 

— 

21 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested 

45 

2 

— 

— 

24 

— 

Pasteurised 

11 

— 

11 

— 

— 

— 

T.T.  Pasteurised  . 

6 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

In  cases  where  unsatisfactory  reports  were  received 
from  the  Laboratory,  action  was  taken  with  the  Area  Milk 
Officer  and  the  necessary  improvements  secured.  In  the  case 
of  one  producer  where  samples  of  milk  were  consistently  un¬ 
satisfactory,  steps  were  being  taken  to  withdraw  the  producer’s 
licence. 

Distribution  of  Milk 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  on  the  register  36 
Distributors  of  Milk,  30  of  these  in  general  shops.  The 
following  licences  were  granted  under  the  Milk  (Special  Desig¬ 
nation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  and  the  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations, 


1949. 

Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special 

Designation  “Tuberculin  Tested’’  .  3 

Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special 
Designation  “Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)’’  ...  1 

Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special 

Designation  “Pasteurised’’  .  4 

Dealer’s  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special 

Designation  “Sterilised”  .  32 

Supplementary  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the 

Special  Designation  “Pasteurised”  .  2 

Supplementary  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the 
Special  Designation  “Sterilised” .  1 
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Meat  Supply 

The  main  part  of  the  town’s  meat  supply  is  brought  from 
a  Public  Abattoir  in  a  neighbouring  town.  The  abattoir  had 
been  extended  and  provided  facilities  for  the  slaughter  and 
hanging  of  meat  in  modern  conditions. 

Meat  is  brought  into  the  town  and  delivered  direct 
to  the  retailers  in  covered,  metal-lined  vans  with  good  hanging 
facilities.  However,  even  with  these  closed,  hygienic  vans, 
careless  or  rough  handling  of  the  meat  can  lead  to  it  being 
damaged  and  contaminated.  Isolated  instances  of  such  mal¬ 
practice  were  seen  and  dealt  with  as  were  cases  in  which  the 
meat  handlers  were  not  wearing  the  required  types  of  overalls 
and  head  covers.  A  constant  watch  was  maintained  through¬ 
out  the  year  to  ensure  that  the  meat  supply  is  handled  and 
transported  in  as  clean  and  safe  a  way  as  possible.  Whilst 
there  is  no  place  for  complacency  it  can  be  said  that  meat 
handling  showed  some  improvement  during  the  year. 

Food  Preparing  Premises,  Shops  and  Markets 

It  is  not  possible  to  devote  sufficient  time  to  food 
premises  but  as  many  visits  as  possible  are  paid  to  these  places. 
The  town  has  a  great  number  of  shops,  bakehouses  and  other 
food  premises  in  relation  to  the  size  of  the  population  and  in  a 
matter  so  important  to  the  health  of  the  community  it  is  felt 
that  considerable  advantage  would  be  gained  by  making 
longer  and  more  frequent  visits  to  them.  The  inspections 


were  made  as  follows  : — 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

(a)  Butchers  Shops  . 

17 

148 

(b)  Grocers  and  General  Dealers 

84 

313 

(c)  Fried  Fish  Shops  . 

14 

55 

(d)  Wet  Fish  Shops . 

2 

19 

(e)  Greengrocers  . 

5 

9 

(f)  Bakehouses  . 

10 

114 

(q)  Meat  Products  . 

6 

43 

(h)  Markets  . 

2 

201 

(i)  Canteens  and  Cafes . 

9 

25 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  Section  16 

The  number  of  premises  registered  under  this  section  is 
as  follows  : 


Manufacture  of  Meat  Products  (Sausage,  etc.) .  6 

Manufacture  or  sale  of  Ice-Cream .  53 
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Food  Hygiene 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  came  into  opera¬ 
tion  on  the  1st  January,  1956.  These  Regulations,  whilst 
disappointing  in  some  respects,  did  represent  a  step  forward 
and  provided  the  opportunity  to  secure  further  improvement 
in  some  of  our  food  premises. 

On  reading  these  Regulations  it  was  seen  that  certain 
parts  were  capable  of  widely  differing  interpretation.  After 
discussing  this  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  my 
colleagues  in  the  other  Urban  Districts  forming  the  Health 
Division,  it  was  decided  to  hold  a  series  of  meetings  to  prepare 
suggested  standards  and  interpretations  within  the  framework 
of  the  Regulations.  This,  it  was  felt,  would  secure  uniformity 
in  all  the  areas  concerned.  It  proved  to  be  a  much  bigger  task 
than  was  anticipated  and  finally,  after  some  months  work,  a 
series  of  suggested  standards  was  prepared  as  follows. 

( 1 )  Basic  Standards  for  all  Food  Premises. 

(a)  Additional  Requirements  for  Bakehouses. 

(b)  Additional  Requirements  for  Butchers  Shops  and 
Meat  Manufacturing  Premises. 

(c)  Additional  Requirements  for  Cafes,  Canteens, 
Restaurant  Kitchens,  etc. 

(d)  Additional  Requirements  for  Fried  Fish  Shops. 

(e)  Additional  Requirements  for  General  Dealers  (House 
Shops) . 

(f)  Additional  Requirements  for  Licensed  Premises  and 
Clubs. 

(g)  Additional  Requirements  for  Wet  Fish  Shops. 

(2)  Basic  Standards  for  all  Mobile  Vehicles. 

(a)  Additional  Requirements  for  Meat  and  Meat 
Products. 

(b)  Additional  Requirements  for  Wet  Fish. 

These  were  then  formally  placed  before  the  Council  who 
resolved  to  adopt  them  as  the  standard  for  the  Urban  District. 

Some  progress  had  been  made  in  securing  compliance 
with  the  Regulations  by  the  end  of  the  year.  The  greatest 
difficulty  was  expected  to  be  met  where  a  room  at  the  front 
of  domestic  premises  has  been  converted  to  a  shop  and  all 
manner  of  articles  are  sold  from  bread,  cooked  meats,  groceries. 
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fats,  etc.,  to  sweets,  confectionery  and  ice-cream.  In  the  past 
it  has  been  the  policy  to  persuade  such  traders  to  install  a  hot 
water  system  in  the  living  room  behind  the  shop  and  to  accept 
such  hot  water  supply  as  being  “within  reasonable  distance”  of 
the  shop.  This  has  functioned  extremely  well  and  especially 
since  in  most  cases  the  sanitary  convenience  was  situated  at 
the  rear  of  such  premises  and  after  using  the  convenience  the 
food  handler,  usually  the  owner  of  the  business  or  one  of  his 
family,  has  automatically  stopped  at  the  sink  and  washed  his 
hands  before  re-entering  the  shop.  In  all  cases  a  hot  water 
supply  had  been  made  available. 


Under  the  new  Regulations  the  washing  facilities  must 
be  on  the  food  premises,  and  since  that  part  of  the  building 
which  is  devoted  to  domestic  use  cannot  be  considered  business 
premises,  the  hot  water  supply  and  washing  facilities  must  now 
be  provided  in,  or  immediately  adjacent  to,  the  shop.  The 
domestic  smk  cannot  be  accepted  as  providing  the  washing 
facilities  for  the  shop. 

It  has  always  been  felt  that  the  best  method  of  securing 
compliance  with  Food  Hygiene  Requirements  is  to  convince 
the  food  handler  that  such  things  are  necessary  as  well  as  being 
required  by  legislation.  The  task  of  convincing  the  food  trade 
that  what  was  accepted  on  31st  December,  1955,  could  not 
be  considered  satisfactory  on  1st  January,  1956,  bristled  with 
difficulties. 

All  occupiers  and  owners  of  food  businesses  were 
furnished  with  copies  of  the  appropriate  standards  (referred  to 
above)  and  individual  requirements  were  discussed  in  a  number 
of  cases.  By  the  end  of  the  year  major  alterations  had  been 
carried  out  at  two  canteens.  These  included  new  floor,  cooking 
equipment,  refrigeration,  tables,  walls  and  improvement  to 
ventilation.  At  three  bakehouses  additional  washing  accom¬ 
modation  was  provided,  food  protection  cases  were  provided 
in  14  cases,  washing  accommodation  in  7  shops,  additional 
sanitary  accommodation  in  1  case  and  other  minor  matters 
involving  repairs  to  walls,  counters,  ceilings,  etc.,  in  many  more 
instances. 


The  standard  of  food  handling  in  the  town  is  reasonable 
but  there  is  room  for  a  lot  of  improvement.  The  greatest  single 
factor  which  can  achieve  the  necessary  improvement  is 
increased  awareness  amongst  the  public,  particularly  house¬ 
wives,  that  they  can  achieve  far  more  than  any  legislation. 
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The  customer,  by  demanding  a  higher  standard  of  food 
handling,  will  find  that  the  reputable  food  trader  will  gladly 
respond.  Indeed,  he  will  welcome  it.  It  is  annoying  to  the 
food  trader  that  he  has  provided  good,  hygienic  premises  in 
which  food  is  prepared  and  stored,  only  to  find  that  when  the 
food  is  handed  over  the  counter  it  is  handled  carelessly  and 
placed  next  to  an  obviously  dirty  article,  or  in  a  dirty  bag,  or 
against  outer  clothing. 

One  pleasing  feature  which  has  been  agarn  noticed  in 
food  premises  is  the  gradual  increase  in  the  number  of  cases 
where  refrigerators  are  being  installed.  These  are  taking  the 
form  of  counter  displays  or  cabinet  refrigerators  and  this  again 
is  at  least  partly  the  result  of  the  lectures  wh'ch  were  given 
to  food  traders  during  1950,  1951  and  1952.  Customers  are 
gradually  coming  to  regard  this  as  the  only  method  of  storage 
for  certain  articles  of  food. 


Ice-Cream — Manufacture  and  Sale 

There  are  within  your  district  3  premises  registered  for 
the  manufacture  of  ice-cream. 

In  addition  there  are  50  shops  registered  for  the  sale  of 
pre-packed  ice-cream  only,  which  is  stored  in  refrigerators. 
The  wisdom  of  encouraging  the  sale  of  wrapped  ice-cream 
from  shops  is  undeniable  and  obviously  ensures  that  this 
popular  commodity  is  retailed  in  safe,  clean  conditions. 

66  samples  of  ice-cream  were  obtained  during  the  year 
and  the  results  of  the  examination  of  these  samples  are  shown 
below. 


Total 

Number  of 
Samples 

Provisional  Grades 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Manufacturer  No.  1 

6 

5 

1 

_ 

_ 

Manufacturer  No.  2  . 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Manufacturer  No.  3  . 

7 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Manufacturer  No.  4 

7 

6 

1 

— 

— 

Manufacturer  No.  5 

7 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Manufacturer  No.  6 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Manufacturer  No.  7  . 

6 

5 

1 

— 

— 

Manufacturer  No.  8 

6 

5 

1 

— 

— 

Manufacturer  No.  9 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Manufacturer  No.  10 

7 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Manufacturer  No.  1 1 

6 

5 

1 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

66 

60 

5 

— 

1 
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As  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  there  was  only  one 
unsatisfactory  sample — this  proved  to  be  Grade  4  and  was 
manufactured  in  this  Area.  Immediate  investigation  showed 
that  this  was  caused  by  faulty  cooling.  This  defect  was 
remedied  and  a  subsequent  sample  was  placed  in  Grade  1. 


Unsound  Food 

Quantities  of  foodstuffs  which  were  inspected  and  found 
to  be  unfit  were  disposed  of  according  to  circumstances.  A 
detailed  list  of  food  so  condemned  is  shown  below. 


lbs. 

ozs. 

Canned  Fruit  . 

.  166 

J  2 

Canned  Tomatoes 

.  171 

1 

Canned  Fish  . 

.  35 

2J 

Mixed  Goods  . 

.  41 

5* 

Canned  Milk 

.  29 

12 

Canned  Vegetables 

.  65 

12 

Flour  . 

.  3 

— 

Cheese  . 

.  50 

1 

Sausage 

.  36 

8 

Butter  . 

.  7 

8 

Hams  . 

.  37 

8 

Luncheon  Meat 

.  60 

6 

Stewed  Steak 

.  23 

14* 

Corned  Beef  . 

.  85 

15 

Tongues  . 

.  9 

13 

Veal  . 

.  8 

— 

Other  Meats  . 

.  3 

Oi 

All  unsound  food  is  disposed  of  by  treating  with  lime 
and  burying  beneath  town’s  refuse. 


Water  Supply 

The  Dearne  Valley  Water  Board  is  the  water  under¬ 
taking  for  this  area  and  water  supplied  by  them  is  of  a  good 
bacteriological  standard.  Samples  are  taken  regularly  in 
different  parts  of  the  area. 
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During  the  year  a  number  of  Council  owned  properties 
were  found  upon  investigation  to  have  an  inadequate  supply. 
Action  was  taken  to  secure  an  improvement  in  all  cases  dis¬ 
covered.  Scraping  and  pressure  cleaning  of  the  service  secured 
the  desired  improvement  in  all  cases. 


Of  5,864  occupied  houses  in  the  township  5,858  are  on 
the  public  supply.  18,967  people  occupy  these  5,858  houses. 
The  remaining  6  houses  have  water  laid  on  from  private 
supplies.  In  all  cases,  except  one  farmhouse,  water  is  laid  on 
direct  to  the  houses. 


Additional  water  mains  were  laid  on  to  serve  new  houses 
as  they  were  erected  in  the  Council’s  Housing  Estate  at  Wilson 
Street,  in  Lundhill  Road  where  new  houses  are  being  erected 
by  Private  Enterprise  and  on  Aldham  House  Lane. 


1 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

During  the  year  21  observations  were  made  and  smoke 
of  such  colour  and  density  as  to  constitute  a  nuisance  was 
emitted  at  Mitchell  Main  Coking  Plant  boiler  chimneys  and  the 
coke  ovens,  and  Wombwell  Public  Baths  boiler  chimney. 

The  chimneys  at  Wombwell  Main  Colliery  Boiler  Plant 
were  observed  on  several  occasions  and,  generally  speaking, 
gave  rise  to  little  or  no  nuisance.  They  cannot  be  regarded 
as  being  completely  smokeless  because  there  have  been 
occasions,  especially  in  the  evening,  when  smoke  has  been  seen 
issuing  from  one  or  both  chimneys  for  lengthy  periods.  The 
Colliery  is  situated  in  a  valley  and  the  houses  in  Aldham  House 
Lane,  which  are  very  near,  are  on  a  higher  level  than  the 
chimney  tops.  The  slightest  emission  of  smoke  or  grit  there¬ 
fore  is  soon  noticed.  Although  not  entirely  satisfactory,  the 
situation  is  a  vast  improvement  on  what  it  was  prior  to  the 
boilers  being  equipped  with  automatic  stoking  gear. 


The  emission  of  black  smoke  from  the  boiler  chimney 
and  the  coke  ovens  at  Mitchell  Main  Coking  Plant  was  on 
many  occasions  excessive  and  gave  rise  to  anxiety.  Comment 
has  been  made  previously  on  the  seriousness  of  this  situation 
and  the  reasons  for  it.  Regular  contact  was  made  with  the 
management  and  efforts  were  made  to  minimise  the  nuisance. 
The  coke  ovens  closed  down  at  the  end  of  November  and  the 
reduction  of  pollution  in  the  Mitchells  area  was  most  marked. 


50 


The  majority  of  the  grit,  smoke  and  ash  from  the  coke  ovens 
has  always  affected  a  limited  area,  within  two  or  three  hundred 
yards  of  the  plant,,  and  it  is  in  this  area  that  the  difference  has 
been  noticed.  However,  whilst  the  reduction  in  atmospheric 
pollution  has  been  beneficial  it  has  meant  a  reduction  in  employ¬ 
ment,  the  men  previously  employed  at  the  Coke  Oven  Plant 
having  been  transferred  to  other  National  Coal  Board  works, 
mainly  Manvers  Main  Coke  Ovens.  It  is  unfortunate  and  a 
cause  for  regret  that  industry  should  be  taken  from  the  town 
in  this  way. 

Complaints  were  again  received  from  persons  living  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  Public  Baths  concerning  the  emissions 
of  smoke,  grit  and  soot.  I  would  suggest  that  consideration 
be  given  to  the  installation  of  a  smaller,  more  efficient  boiler, 
probably  gas-fired. 


A  further  source  of  nuisance,  complaints  of  which  are 
received  from  residents  in  the  Lundhill  Road  area  is  the  falling 
soot  and  clouds  of  smoke  which  arise  from  Cortonwood 
Colliery  which  is  situated  in  a  neighbouring  area. 


Spoil  Banks 

A  constant  watch  is  kept  on  all  the  colliery  spoilbanks 
in  the  area  and  on  one  in  an  adjoining  area  which  frequently 
causes  complaint  to  be  received  from  residents  in  Beech  House 
Road,  Hemingfield. 

(a)  Mitchells  Main  Colliery 

The  spoil  bank  has  shown  no  signs  of  overheating.  The 
colliery  closed  down  during  the  year. 

( b )  Darfield  Main  Colliery 

( 1 )  Littlefield  Lane  Spoil  Bank 

Efforts  were  continued  to  extinguish  the  fires  on 
this  stack.  There  were  signs  towards  the  end  of 
the  year  that  these  efforts  would  be  successful. 

(2)  Netherwood  Road  Spoil  Bank 

This  new  spoil  bank  commenced  during  the  year 
and  a  bulldozer  was  brought  into  use  to  level  and 
consolidate  the  spoil  as  it  reached  a  certain  level. 
There  was  no  sign  of  overheating. 
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(c)  Womb  well  Main  Colliery 

This  is  a  very  large  stack  and  minor  areas  of  over¬ 
heating  were  noticed  and  treated  with  water  immediately. 


( d )  Cortonwood  Colliery 

This  stack  is  situated  outside  the  district  but  the  fires 
have  been  so  serious  and  the  pollution  so  heavy  that  close 
contact  has  been  made  for  some  years  with  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  to  Rotherham  Rural  District  Council,  the  Chief 
Inspector  to  the  Sheffield  and  Rotherham  Clean  Air  Committee 
and  the  Colliery  Engineer.  There  was  slight  improvement 
during  the  year.  A  new  stack  has  been  commenced  and  this 
is  being  controlled  by  levelling  and  consolidation  using  bull¬ 
dozers.  In  addition,  regular  checks  are  made  on  temperatures 
at  different  levels  in  the  stack.  This  is  a  very  welcome 
improvement. 


Records 

Apparatus  for  the  measurement  of  solid  deposits,  smoke 
and  sulphur  dioxide  has  been  in  use  for  eight  years,  readings 
are  taken  regularly  and  by  means  of  calculation  it  can  be 
shown  what  level  of  pollution  there  is  in  the  total  deposits  per 
square  mile,  smoke  per  cubic  metre,  the  amount  of  sulphur  gases 
and  the  rainfall.  Graphs  have  been  prepared  and  are  shown 
on  the  following  page. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  IN  WOMBWELL  URBAN  DISTRICT  1956. 
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Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

This  came  into  operation  during  the  year.  Whilst 
everything  has  been  done  to  encourage  the  installation  of 
smokeless  fuel  appliances  in  houses  and  in  factories,  no  real 
headway  can  be  made  in  reducing  the  level  of  atmospheric 
pollution  in  an  area  such  as  this  so  long  as  vast  quantities  of 
bituminous  coal  continue  to  be  burned.  There  are  many  miners 
in  the  area  and  these  receive  a  large  amount  of  concessionary 
coal  annually.  This  is  traditionally  a  part  of  the  miners’ 
wages  and  there  is  no  suggestion  that  it  be  taken  away.  It  is 
suggested  that  arrangements  could  be  made  for  the  miner  to 
leave  his  bituminous  coal  at  the  Colliery  to  be  sent  for  the 
manufacture  of  smokeless  fuels  and  that  he  could  receive  in 
lieu  an  equivalent  in  smokeless  fuel.  Once  this  is  given  a  trial 
there  is  little  doubt  that  the  improved  efficiency,  cleanliness  etc., 
will  be  approved,  especially  by  the  miner’s  wife. 


Factories  Act,  1937 

There  are  on  the  register  61  factories  as  follows  : 

Factories  with  Mechanical  Power .  50 

Factories  without  Mechanical  Power  ...  11 

Included  in  this  total  number  of  factories  there  are  ten 
bakehouses  to  which  1  H  visits  were  made.  1 1 1  visits  to  other 
factories  were  recorded. 

Informal  action  was  taken  requiring  the  following  : 
Cleanliness  (9).  Sanitary  Accommodation  (17). 

All  these  defects  had  been  remedied  by  the  end  of  the 

year. 


Certificates  of  “Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire’’  under 
Section  34  of  the  Act  were  issued.  These  were  in  respect  of 
a  large  textile  factory,  Messrs.  Priestleys  Limited  and  an 
extensive  garage  and  workshops,  Messrs.  T.  Burrows  and  Sons 
Limited.  Certificates  had  been  issued  some  years  ago  but 
extensions,  additions  and  alterations  had  been  carried  out  and 
the  new  Certificates  covered  the  whole  of  the  factory  as  com¬ 
prised  at  the  time  of  inspection.  Detailed  plans  were  prepared 
in  my  office  to  accompany  the  Certificates.  This  is  a  consider¬ 
able  help  to  the  Factory  Occupier,  the  Factory  Inspector  and 
to  my  Department. 
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Shops  Act,  1950*  Section  38 

75  visits  were  made  to  shops  for  the  purpose  of  this 
Act.  It  is  generally  found  that  the  premises  inspected  meet 
the  requirements  of  this  Section  of  the  Act.  10  offences  against 
the  Act  were  discovered  and  of  these  9  were  remedied.  The 
defects  were  as  follows  : 


Inadequate  heating  . 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation 

No  facilities  for  taking  meals . 

No  washing  accommodation . 

Insufficient  ventilation  . 


1 

2 

1 

5 

1 


Moveable  Dwellings 

Two  dwellings  of  this  type  which  have  been  on  their 
present  sites  for  many  years  remained  on  the  register  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  One  of  these  is  unsatisfactory. 

Ten  other  caravans  were  parked  on  land  in  the  district 
without  licence.  These  were  removed  within  a  few  days  as 
the  result  of  informal  action. 

20  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 


Verminous  Premises 

10  Council  owned  houses  and  17  privately  owned  houses 
have  been  disinfested  during  the  year.  They  were  mainly 
light  bug  infestations.  In  addition  a  powder  insecticide  is 
issued  free  of  charge  and  many  requests  are  received  for  advice 
on  eradication  of  cockroaches.  There  was  one  case  of  infest¬ 
ation  by  ants. 


Terminal  Disinfection 

In  certain  cases  of  infectious  disease,  whether  the  treat¬ 
ment  is  at  home  or  in  hospital,  terminal  disinfection  is  carried 
out.  During  the  year  30  houses  were  so  disinfected. 


Offensive  Trades 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  within  your  district. 


55 


Rodent  Control 

Particular  attention  has  been  given  to  all  known  sources 
of  infestation,  including  refuse  tips,  sewage  works,  and  allot¬ 
ments  which  have  been  regularly  surveyed  and  treated  when 
necessary. 

All  food  premises,  shops,  canteens,  etc.,  are  inspected 
for  evidence  of  infestation  during  the  course  of  normal  routine 
visits.  Advice  has  been  given  on  rodent  proofing  and  other 
control  measures.  Several  minor  infestations  of  mice  had  been 
discovered  in  this  way  and  successfully  dealt  with  by  the 
Department. 

Two  sewer  treatments  have  been  carried  out  during  the 
year  and  the  results  have  been  most  encouraging  showing  that 
the  regular  treatment  of  sewers  in  your  District  over  the  past 
thirteen  years  has  kept  infestation  at  a  very  low  level. 

Three  of  your  employees  have  been  trained  in  modern 
methods  of  Rodent  Control  and  one  of  these  men  is  employed 
as  much  as  possible  on  this  work.  As  much  time  as  possible 
is  devoted  to  Rodent  Control. 

Any  complaints  have  been  dealt  with  as  quickly  as 
possible.  The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  work  carried 
out  during  the  twelve  months  ended  31st  March,  1957. 
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TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

NON-AGRICULTURAL 

(5) 

Agri¬ 

cult¬ 

ural 

(1) 

Local 

Auth¬ 

ority 

(2) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(inc. 

Council 

Houses) 

(3) 

All 

other 

(inc. 

Business 

Premises) 

(4) 

Total 

of 

Cols.  (1) 
(2)  &  (3) 

1 .  Number  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority’s 

District . 

14 

5867 

320 

6201 

27 

2.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a  result  of  : 

(a)  Notification 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.  when 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

38 

7 

45 

3 

14 

707 

36 

757 

24 

204 

204 

3.  Total  inspections  carried 
out  —  including  re 
inspections 

194 

745 

1067 

2006 

27 

4.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  (in  Section  2) 
which  were  found  to  be 
infested  by  : 

(a)  Rats  ,  Minor 

1  Major 

(b)  Mice  /  Major  . 

(  Minor 

6 

134 

1 

141 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

29 

6 

36 

— 

5.  Number  of  infested 
properties  (in  Section  4) 
treated  by  the  Local 
Authority  . 

7 

163 

7 

177 

4 

6.  Total  treatments  carried 
out — including  re-treat¬ 
ments  . 

17 

163 

7 

187 

7.  Number  of  notices  served 
under  Section  4  of  the 
Act  : 

(a)  Treatment . 

(b)  Structural  Work 
(i.e.  proofing) 

. 

8.  Number  of  cases  in 
which  default  action  was 
taken  following  the  issue 
of  a  notice  under  Section 

4  of  the  Act  . 

9.  Legal  Proceedings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10.  Number  of  “Block” 
Control  schemes  carried 
out  . 
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Hairdressers  and  Barbers 

Since  the  Council  made  Byelaws  in  1953,  hairdressers 
and  barbers  have  been  registered.  There  were  on  the  register 
at  the  end  of  1956,  23  premises.  27  inspections  were  made 
during  the  year.  The  premises  which  last  year  was  referred 
to  as  unsatisfactory  was  closed  and  the  standard  of  cleanliness 
maintained  in  the  remaining  premises  is  reasonably  good. 

Public  Conveniences 

No  new  buildings  were  erected  during  the  year  and 
there  is  still  need  for  further  and  improved  public  conveniences. 

The  Ladies  and  Gentlemens  conveniences  in  Station 
Road  were  built  over  30  years  ago  and  do  not  meet  modern 
requirements.  During  the  year  an  existing  room  was  adapted 
to  provide  washing  accommodation  for  Ladies.  The  walls  of 
both  conveniences  which  consist  of  glazed  bricks,  are  badly 
discoloured  and  crazy,  the  floors  are  unsatisfactory  and  there 
are  no  washing  facilities  for  gentlemen.  An  additional  block 
of  public  conveniences  could  with  advantage  be  erected  in  the 
old  market  place.  Such  conveniences  are  also  required  in  other 
parts  of  the  town. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  maintain  the  conveniences  in  a 
clean  and  efficient  condition  at  all  times  but  considerable 
difficulty  is  experienced  in  achieving  this  due  to  the  gross 
amount  of  wilful  damage  done  to  equipment  and  fittings. 
Appeals  to  the  public  to  safeguard  public  property  appear  to 
have  little  effect. 


Sanitary  Accommodation 


Type  of  Convenience 

Number 

Percentage 

Water  Closets 

7108 

99-43 

Pail  Closets 

26 

•36 

Privy  Middens 

15 

•21 

70  W.C.'s  were  constructed  for  new  houses  and  other 
property  and  12  additional  W.C.’s  were  provided  for  old 
property. 


Public  Cleansing  —  1956 

Collection 

This  service  is  carried  out  entirely  by  the  Council’s  own 
employees  and  four  vehicles  are  employed.  They  are  all  special 
purpose,  side-loading  vehicles,  three  having  a  capacity  of  3 
tons  and  the  other  one  2  tons.  All  four  lorries  are  well  main- 
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tained,  kept  well  painted  and  clean  and  are  a  credit  to  the 
township. 

With  very  little  exception  a  weekly  collection  was 
maintained  throughout  the  year.  Extreme  difficulty  was 
experienced  at  times  due  to  the  shortage,  or  unsuitability  of 
labour.  This  is  obviously  a  great  handicap  which  is  accent¬ 
uated  during  holiday  and  sickness  periods.  Householders 
generally  appreciate  the  high  standard  of  the  service  main¬ 
tained  and  are  tolerant  of  any  delay  during  the  times  of 
difficulty.  In  order  to  ensure  that  the  work  was  carried  out 
the  Council  authorised  the  working  of  overtime  on  Saturday 
morning  during  the  summer  and  during  the  week  in  winter. 

The  staff  engaged  on  these  duties  are  provided  with 
donkey  jackets,  overalls,  gloves,  eyeshields  and  protective 
barrier  cream. 

The  weighing  of  refuse  was  continued  and  this  makes 
for  greater  accuracy  in  the  compilation  of  the  following 
statistics. 

During  the  year  3,318  loads  of  refuse  were  collected  as 
follows  : 


Type  of  Vehicle 

No.  of 
Loads 

No.  of 
Tons 

No.  of 
Working 
Days 

Daily 

Average 

Loads 

Daily 

Average 

Weight 

Tons 

No.  1,  Lorry. 

40  cwt . 

422 

950 

282 

1  -50 

3-37 

No.  2,  Lorry. 

60  cwt . 

984 

3050 

298 

3-30 

10-23 

No.  3,  Lorry. 

60  cwt . 

821 

2463 

280 

2-90 

8-79 

No.  4,  Lorry. 

60  cwt . 

1091 

3273 

305 

3-58 

10-73 

It  is  estimated  that  3,318  loads  weighed  9,736  tons. 

The  estimated  weight  collected  per  1,000  premises  was 
1,606  tons. 

The  estimated  weight  collected  per  1,000  population 
was  512-4  tons. 

The  average  estimated  amount  of  refuse  collected  from 
each  house  during  the  year  was  1  ton  12*08  cwts. 


Disposal 

The  whole  of  the  town’s  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  con¬ 
trolled  tipping  and  this  is  done  efficiently  and  with  the  least 
possible  nuisance. 
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Since  the  angledozer  and  scraper  were  purchased  at  the 
beginning  of  1955  for  the  purpose  of  controlling  the  disposal 
of  the  town’s  refuse,  this  work  has  been  carried  out  far  more 
satisfactorily  than  was  ever  possible  by  hand  control.  In  these 
days  of  labour  difficulty  it  is  imperative  that  as  much  work  as 
possible  should  be  carried  out  by  mechanical  means.  The 
expenditure  incurred  in  discharging  such  an  important  part  of 
a  Local  Authority’s  duties  as  the  disposal  of  town’s  refuse 
may  not  at  first  sight  appear  to  be  wholly  justifiable.  If  it  is 
considered  however,  what  inconvenience,  and  disease  would  be 
suffered  if  this  duty  were  not  efficiently  carried  out,  I  suggest 
that  it  would  be  readily  conceded  that  the  price  paid  is  not 
high.  In  addition,  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  possible  to  put 
to  good  use  the  land,  which  was  at  one  time  boggy  and  useless. 

Top  soil  is  removed  before  the  land  is  tipped  on,  the 
refuse  is  consolidated  in  comparatively  thin  layers  and  the 
soil  replaced  on  top  of  the  refuse.  In  following  this  procedure 
there  has  been  a  noticeable  reduction  in  the  amount  of  vermin 
and  insects,  there  is  less  tendency  to  fire,  there  is  less  danger 
to  vehicles  running  over  the  tip  and  the  use  of  sleepers  has 
been  eliminated.  The  cost  of  disposal  of  refuse  has  risen  but 
the  benefits  accruing  from  the  introduction  of  mechanical  con¬ 
trol  outweigh  the  increase. 

The  exposed  face  of  the  tip  was  treated  regularly  with 
powdered  insecticide  and  there  was  no  appreciable  trouble 
from  flies,  crickets  or  woodlice. 

The  refuse  was  disposed  of  as  follows  : 


Place 

Number  of  Loads 

Percentage 

Brampton  Road  Tip 

3318 

100 

Collection 

Disposal 

Total 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Cost  per  estimated  ton  ... 

16 

7 

4 

2 

1 

0 

9 

Cost  per  1,000  population 

426 

0 

0 

107 

12 

8 

533 

12 

8 

Cost  per  1,000  premises 

1335 

8 

5 

337 

8 

1 

1672 

16 

6 

INCOME  . 

1606 

0 

0 

75 

0 

0 

1681 

0 

0 

NETT  COSTS  . 

8094 

0 

0 

2045 

0 

0 

10139 

0 

0 

Cleansing  Costs 

The  rate  required  for  Public  Cleansing  (Street  Cleaning 

excluded)  was  Is.  8-4d. 
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Municipal  Dust  Bin  Scheme 

Since  the  Council  undertook  to  supply  refuse  bins  to 
domestic  premises  under  Section  75(3)  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  2,865  worn  out  bins  have  been  replaced,  465  during 
the  year  under  review. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  the  operation  of  such  a  scheme 
as  this  is  beneficial  in  many  ways  and  the  fact  of  having  a 
good  standard  of  refuse  storage  accommodation  has  been  one 
of  the  factors  in  maintaining  a  weekly  collection  of  domestic 
refuse. 

Trade  Refuse 

The  Council  has  arrangements  to  remove  trade  refuse 
from  22  different  premises.  Such  refuse  is  cleared  twice 
weekly,  and  when  circumstances  necessitate  it,  butchers'  and 
fishmongers’  waste  is  removed  more  frequently. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  District 

A  total  of  1,233  inspections  were  made  to  investigate 
nuisances  and  2,050  re-visits  were  recorded. 

690  Informal  Notices  were  served  and  of  these  662  were 
complied  with.  28  relating  to  28  nuisances  were  carried 
forward. 

During  the  year  1,096  complaints  were  received  and  all 
were  dealt  with. 

A  considerable  amount  of  time  is  taken  up  in  inter¬ 
viewing  tenants,  owners,  Contractors,  Estate  Agents,,  etc.,  at 
the  office  and  at  various  types  of  property.  There  were  1,735 
such  interviews  during  the  year. 

The  following  defects  were  remedied  after  the  service 
of  informal  or  formal  notices,  or  after  interview  with  the 
persons  concerned. 


Repairs  to  Houses 

Made  dry — roof  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  127 

Made  dry — spouting  ...  ...  ...  ...  123 

Made  dry — Pointing  or  Structural  Plaster  ...  43 

Damp  Proof  Course  inserted  ...  ...  ...  15 

Plasterwork  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Window  frames  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  47 

Door  frames  and  Doors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  57 

Fireranges  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  75 
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Firebacks  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  45 

Coppers  reset  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Copper  firegrates  renewed  ...  ...  ...  25 

Sinks  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Sash  cords  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Chimneys  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

Handrails  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Drainage 

Drains  reconstructed,  repaired  or  opened  out  ...  47 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  43 

Inspection  chamber  covers  renewed  ...  ...  23 

Sink  gullies  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Vent,  shafts  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  9 

Inspection  chambers  constructed  ...  ...  ...  12 

Choked  drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  646 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

Water  closet  fittings  repaired  or  renewed  ...  104 
Water  service  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  75 

Water  closet  structural  repairs  ...  ...  ...  27 

Additional  sanitary  accommodation  ...  ...  23 

Dust  bins  renewed  or  provided  ...  ...  ...  465 

Miscellaneous 

Yards  paved  or  pavement  renewed  ...  ...  23 

Larger  diameter  water  services  installed  ...  24 

Steps  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Accumulations  of  refuse  cleared  ...  ...  ...  35 

Boundary  and  screen  walls  rebuilt  ...  ...  8 

Water  services  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Verminous  houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  27 

Permanent  ventilation  provided  ...  ...  ...  8 

Animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance  ...  ...  25 

Food  stores  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Coal  stores  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Taps  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Referred  to  other  Departments  : 

Water  Board  :  27.  Surveyor  :  35. 

67  of  the  above  matters  were  dealt  with  by  statutory 
notices  where  owners  or  persons  concerned  failed  within  a 
reasonable  time  to  abate  nuisances  or  to  execute  works 
required. 

51  of  these  notices  were  served  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  32  relating  to  nuisances,  3  to  sanitary  accommo- 
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dation  and  16  to  the  provision  of  drainage.  48  of  these  notices 
had  been  complied  with  at  the  end  of  the  year.  It  was  not 
necessary  in  any  case  to  resort  to  Court  action  but  in  4  cases 
the  work  was  carried  out  in  default  of  the  owner. 

16  notices  were  served  under  Section  35  of  the  West 
Riding  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act,  1951.  They 
were  served  in  cases  of  urgency  where  having  regard  to  all 
the  circumstances,  there  would  have  been  unreasonable  delay 
in  remedying  the  defect  by  following  the  procedure  prescribed 
by  Sections  93  to  95  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  Local  Authority  is  empowered  to  carry  out  neces¬ 
sary  works  within  9  days  and  to  charge  the  owner  with  the 
cost  thereof.  In  8  cases  the  work  was  executed  in  default  of 
the  owner. 


Salvage  Reclamation 

The  gross  income  derived  from  Salvage  during  the  year 
ended  31st  March,  1957  was  £1,576.  3s.  8d.  There  is  a  slight 
fall  compared  with  the  previous  year.  This  is  accounted  for 
largely  by  a  fall  in  prices  and  a  slight  reduction  in  the  amount 
of  waste  paper  collected. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  articles  salvaged 
together  with  the  amounts  received  for  them. 


Salvaged  Materials 

Weight 

Value 

Waste  Paper 

Textiles  ... 

Ferrous  Metals  ... 
Non-ferrous  Metals 

Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 

143  18  2  — 

5  12  2  9 

19  11  2 

—  18  3  19 

£  s.  d. 

1293  6  9 

111  17  0 

84  19  6 

86  0  5 

TOTALS  ... 

170  1  2 

1576  3  8 

The  salvage  of  waste  paper  was  commenced  by  the 
Department  in  1940. 

Since  that  time  to  the  end  of  March,  1957,  1,908  tons  of 
waste  paper  have  been  collected.  The  income  derived  from 
these  sales  amounts  to  £14,920. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FINNEY, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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